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ME ee has, FS tie; 5 

brought to its concluſion a ſeſſion of 
Pailiament equally remarkable for the unu- 
fual manner in which it was convened, aud 
the magnitude and fingularity of the events 
which were diſcuſſed in it. Nor was it leſs 
remarkable for the unexampled agreement of 


opinion which appeared in Parliament, and 
che general approbation of its proceedings ex- 


2 by the nation at large. Vet a party 
haas been found, ſmall indeed in number, but 
cConſiderable in talents, hardy enough to op- 


| poſe the public voice, and to endeavour to 


turn the current of general opinion. In Par- 
liament, their talents were exerted in vain 3 


the ſame vaſt majority which, at the opening 


Az. 2: 


* 


* 


ON « 4 95 8 
of che ſeſſion, declared in favour f TR | 


+ meaſures of adminiſtration, remained 
Siniſhed at its cloſe. But equal indi 


12 employed 
E nation — its ſituation was Sp eee and 


diſaſtrous ;, and, that 42252 
. the meafufes of 


— 


The great leader of the ee made his 


"laſt ſtruggle, at the cloſe of the ſeſſion, in an 
apparent attempt to promote it; while Ris pa 


tiſans have re- echoed far and wide, that the 


people were only deprived of this ineſtumab 


bleſſing by the ambition ah als: of the 
Miniftes/'? 3s 40 lon Dip DUO Bar ods 


f þ 4 * A L þ 9 : ».# 1 
150 . 7 7 Ke v3 # 2 ; 1 Ps. i 0 : 3 \ . 
BLN 107-61 b e fpittve 


diy be credited againſt a Miniſter whoſe ge- 


„ and 


etedit on a ſolid baſis, by a continual reduc- 
© tion of the national debt; and to: ſecure an 


| -_ revenue: ne by the reſources. of attention 


© EE ER EI 
: 14 63 Aer ee 
FI 


i 
T di- 

>” 7 oy 

; 

7 27 


loyed out of Parliament, to to perſuade ' 


A charge of 1 „ 8 ae 
| eee examination, and will not rea- 


ere * Are : been-unqueſtionably:pa- | 


: - internal eee ; to fix puhlic b 5 


N 


2 


effect he: 


of Wr ef ande ice mealures"ths 


during his adm 


ta an equalled degree of proſperity. Ver 
be is ſuppaſed to have abandoned theſe prin- 


eiples, at the moment hen by their gradual 


bad: ſurmonntet every Evi th 
had attainr dr the power of ſhing the 


> public: buxdens; and had been ee e 


0 * 3 - 4 
2 rgb 1 ery 30 gre eb 37 


with an unexampled hei ght of popularity and 


influence. He is ſuppoſed to have been ac- 


tuated by the inconſiderate violence of paſs 


ſion. or dehided by ſors. wild: proſpect of . 
chimerical ambition. VIE 1 E 14 22 1 8 


1 
OR | 


obabie as this 8 War ben, It 
9 ber ebe ale and boldly urged, and 


ſupported by much artful — in 2 


variety of forins. The argu 


Fox and his bee hve wem erer, | , aud g 


ſome others added, ter tg. Mr. 
publithe under "the name ol a Mx. WI 
re. ſpegious as it prof 


Which is e 


great me Herati 4 
to Popular opinions. I mean, therefore, to 
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affe 1 | obſervations, on this letter, nine 1 
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and pays an" artful. cs 
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POLY N 


be 3 opinion -ſhould be right, that 
c every man is juſtified in exerting himſelf in 
the diſcuſſion: for on the general approba- 
tion of the meaſures of the government their 
efficacy muſt principally depend; and in thoſe 
meafures,—not the riſe or fall of ſome party 
in the ſtate not the proſperity of this coun» - 


try only, are concerned but the fate of ar. 
tant nations FRO een 125 Wen N 


2 3 Jes 2 6 


Alter raimtings in very dining lads; 


| the e calamities which affect our commerce ; 
% and manufactures,” Mr. Wilſon proceeds 
to ſtate as their primary cauſe *:4* the preva · 

« lence and extenſion of the war-ſyſtem 
* throughout Europe, ſupported as it has been 


$ by the univerſal adoption of the funding 
ſyſtem,“ and in conſequence of which, he 


ſuppoſes the preſent war, to which he aſcribes 
| een calamities, to havs! 


been undertaken, 


IM 8 Mr. "Wilſon? 8 1 pages 2 and 3. of the ſecond 


edition, which is always referred to. He ſays, « this idea | 


1e has not been laid before the public.” | I cannot congra- 


tulate Mr. Wilſon on the novelty of his diſcovery, great part 
af what he ſays on this ſubje& is to be found in Gulliver's 
| Travels; the reſt in Hume's Eſſays, Rouſſeau, and an ironi- 
cal Vindication of Natural Society, written by Mr. Burks | 
when very young, in imitation of Lord Bolingbroke 's fiyte, 


2» He 


Ds 


eat © 


— 


* A 
\ 


_ <9) 3 
obſerves Whit the effscts of the page * 
| „cer nobvledge on the intercourſe: r 
nations with each other have been hitherto | 
* in any nahe. injurious 9 310! 5 —831 5 

85 Among Uses the" eite of int 
4 1 tribes wlio are neighbours; l 
and hoſtilities confined inthe ſame anner 
4: As knowledge increafes; the means of inter 
, courſe extend; ank nations not in im- 
e mediate vieinity learn to mingle in each 
«© other's affairs. The hiſtory of European 
nations proves this; among whom! treatiea 
e offeufrvs and defenfive have been continu- 
5 :llg:cxtending and multiplying for the two 

| "OT 5,” as their interdourſe has in- 
6 erenſed'I And db roirbour! becningleft 
 b frnguent, have become” far hs general; 
"bloody mm, 7 char ig A500 corny nt 
Let: bh 5 T3 S197 OF N 4 64 . ab ror 129 221 
It is difficult to Apes that a man ac i 
quainted with che firſt elements ef hiſtory, 
could make ſuch an aſſertion ſeriouſſyg to 
Fuote is ſufficient to expoſe it, and I ſhall con 
tent myſelf with aſking Mr. Wilſon, whether 
te wars of Attila, the invaſions of Franee by 
the wen and of 1 by the Danes, 


Al | were 


10 E "16 ty 
4 e 


bs deli Aive then modern, ies? 
It may not, however; be uſeleſa to — 


hat a War of plunder and de ſqlatiom is inff- 


nitely more expenſive, becauſe more ruinqus: 
than a war ſopported by loans and taxes; and 


that the object of war ameng barbarians is che 
extermination of tlieir enemies z utnong civi- 
Red nations, their humiliatiam only. In the 


firſt caſe, the Whole nation, eſpecially. in 


| frnall Rates, is in arms; and is enpoſed tothe | 
danger of pillage and of flaughter : in the 


ſecond, only a ſmall purt of the temmu- 
nity riſk their lives, and'; the majority are 


. exenfecure in their property. Thæyentremes 
df deſolation are prevented, and the mutual 
dbſervance of good faith is enſoroedb by a ge- | 
neral law of nations ſubmitted, to bt sen 
conſent. One nation has, indeed, lately. dared 
25 trample openly on this law, and difavow 


its principles. To reſtore it to reſpect, and 


to prevent mankind from relapfing into a 


ſtate: of barbariſm, are among; the, cauſes 
which; have aud en Britain to ane i 
un. to e 


4 . ** 
” +3 . 1 tu + {4 bt 2 
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vet 8 he * m in Which Mr. : 
Wilen. nn 18 ne would be 


a t 
212 edious 
d : 7 


Ce} : 
| tedious and unſatisfactory to anſwer it page 


by page; but his arguments will be found to 


. depend entirely on the following aſſertions, 


which (without precluding myſelf from no- 


ticing the other arguments of Mr. Fox and 
his party, or from taking ſuch a general view 
of the ſubject, as may be neceſſary to cluci- 
date it more completely) I ſhall examine in 

their natural order. 


That the war in which this a 1 
gaged againſt France, is totally unneceſſary | 
and unprovoked—that all the diſtreſs of our 
commerce has been owing to the war—that 
peace may be obtained—and that it is the 
only means of preventing the ruin of our 
COMmMENeE, and og of our e 


4 By a few,” Fl Mr. Wilſon *, © it is TY 
„ ferted that the French were determined to 
« quarrel with us, and that they declared war 
e againſt us, at a time that it was unexpected 
4 and unprovoked. This language, hows 
« ever, is held by very few; and is indeed 
« ſo utterly inconſiſtent both with Jaft and 
Ms e that chin but z Ty or ow 


* Page 34+ LE | 
FS; — 


- SES * « Gronce REx. 


6 


e dee can employ it.“ This aſſer- 


tion which Mr. Wilſon treats with ſo much 
contempt, was made in a royal meſſage, and 
a vote nearly unanimous of both Honſes of 
Parliament . To ſuch authority a good ſub- 
ject, if he cannot give implicit credit, will at 


leaſt pay reſpectful attention. Before he ven- , 
tures publicly to contradi& it, he will re- 
quire the moſt cogent arguments, the moſt 


complete conviction. The only. argument 


which Mr. Wilſon employs i is, that it was not 
the intereſt of the French to make England 7 
an enemy. If the conduct of the rulers of 
F. rance had been uſually | governed by. ty 


0 


4 His Majeſty thinks proper to acquaint the Houſe of 


< Lords, that the Aſſembly now exerciſing the powers of 


4. government in France, have, without previous notice, 
« directed acts of hoſtility to be committed againſt the per- 
« ſons and property of his Majeſty's ſubjects, in breach of 


« the law of nations, and of the moſt poſitive ſtipulations Os 
te of treaty; and have ſince, on the moſt groundleſs pre- 
se tences, actually declared war againſt his Majeſty and 


te the United Provinces. Under the circumſtances of this 


40 wanton and unprovoked aggreſſ ian, his Majeſty has taken cn 
ce the neceſſary ſteps to maintain the honour of his Crown, 1 


* and to vindicate the rights of his people. 3 


1 Extract from the King's Meſſage delivered Feb. 11, 1793. ] | 


An Addreſs in the ſame: words paſſed both Houſes of 
[ Vogt pos a diviſion next day. 


4 


4 ” 
« 


common maxims of policy, the argument 


would have been plauſible; but their councils. y 
have been uniformly as devoid of prudence, 


as their deeds of - juſtice and humanity. 
Intoxicated by unbounded preſumption, they: 

have made it their boaſt to contend with the 

united forces of Europe; and have laboured 
(not unſucceſsfully) .to- increaſe the number 
of their enemies *. But if Mr. Wilſon wants 
argument, he ſu ficiently abounds with bold 
aſſertions. It is well known, ſays he, 
« that Le Brun and his aſſociates were ready 
to have renounced Brabant rather than go 
“to war with England +,” This aſſertion is 
not only contradicted by che decree of the 
15th of December, by which, „the nation 


engages not to lay down its arms, till the 


e re-eſtabliſhment of the liberty and ſove⸗ 


, reignty of the people whoſe territory the 


„ French army ſhall enter; and “ that it 
„ will conſent to no accommodation, or 
6c 1 be with the Princes and, ove 


b I fatality LY FRE all Poppers to caaleſee 
« againſt France, while ſhe remains without an ally.” 


Extract from the Obſervations of Raban i in LO 1 
e Paris, Jan. 28, 1793. FE : 


. Page 39. „ he 
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„ © 
« perſons who ſhall be thus deprived: ““ 
and by M. Chauvelin's Memorial *; but ſtill 


"0p 'decidedly by the decrees which unite the 


Low Countries to the French republic, under: 


the name Key the eee of foal 


Mr: Witfon, Sm 8 Ny 59 That ; 
« war with England was a calamity not only 
deprecated by the rulers of France, but by 
the whole body of the people; and that the 
& manner in which this fierce nation hum- 
„ bled itfelf to England in negotiation, was 
« indeed very remarkable.” M. Chauvelin's 
memorials do indeed afford extraordinary 
proofs of humility 1. The only inſtance in 


which he complied with the requiſitions of 
- the Engliſh Miniſtry, was in giving a promiſe 
that the territory of Holland ſhould not be 


attacked, a promiſe of the ſincerity of which 


all Europe can judge & After ſuch ſatisfac- 


b * 7 . oe 
F-10159 rao 
* i - "SR k 


» See RI. Chaurelin's Memorial, Gate Jan? 55 
t See Mr. Wilſon's Letter, p. 35. 5 | 
8 Remarks on Mr. Fox's Speech at the opening of 


; Parliament. 3 


$ This promiſe w. was repeated in u M. Chauvelin! s note on 


che 13th of January. At that time the French were avow- 


edly preparing heavy artillery and ſtores at Liege for the 


0 3 5 
tion, M. Chauvelin tells Lord Grenville, in 
his nots dated December 28th, that it will, 
< in fact, be nothing but a war of the Ad- 
« miniſtration alone againſt the French re- 
4% public; and if this truth could for a mo- 
ment appear doubtful, it would not, per- 
« haps, be impoſſible for France ſpeedily to 
„ convince of this a nation, which in beſtow- 
« ing its confidence has never refiounced Us 
„ exerciſe of its reaſon.” 


| ſiege of Maeſtricht. At Antwerp they had formed a num- 
ber of Dutch malcontents into a revolutionary committee, and 
embodied others into a Batavian legion. At the ſame time, 
among other inflammatory papers, a hand- bill in Dutch, 
addreſſed to the Batavian people, was profuſely poſted uß 
in Amſterdam, of which the following paragraph is an 
extract: © But the days of tyranny are paſſed ; the nations 
« are about to be delivered from the burden of kings. Brave 
« friends, let us revive to hope; let the love of public good 
e unite us. Let us forget, in order to arrive at the ſpeedy 
| « execution of our great deſigns, all private hatred; let us 

« have nothing in view but the national ſovereignty, the 
« only end to which high-minded, feeling, and courageous 
«© men ought to aſpire. Let us fwrar anew annihilation of 
| < the Stadtholder! Let us ſwear the deſtruQion of all ar- 
40 bitrary power! 

« Let the immortal example of our illuſtrious neigh- 
4 bours animate the weakeſt, encourage the moſt timid! . 
Like them, let us ſacrifice all for liberty! Let ns not lay 
don our holy arms till after glorious triumphs; and lex 
* us exterminate thoſe ſacrilegious wretches who may dare ta 
« oppoſe our vaſt deſigns,” 

WES | On 


1 14 * 

On ths 13th of January he concludes hes 4 
. his Britannic Majeſty's Miniſters ought not 
„ to have any doubts with regard to the in- 
“ tentions of France. If her explanations 
« appear inſefficient, and we are {till obliged 


& to hear a haughty language; if hoſtile pre- 
40 parations are continued in the Engliſn 


« ports, after having exhauſted every means 


* to preſerve peace, We will prepare for 


« war.” While this conciliating language 
was held in the official correſpondence of 


the French Miniſter in London, M. Monge, 
the Miniſter of the Marine Department, iſſu- 
ed a circular letter to the maritime towns of 


France, on the 31ſt of December, which de- 


ſerves to be erte at e 
beet The Government PI England” is arm- 
4 ing, and the King of Spain, encouraged 
by it, is preparing to attack us. Theſe 
„% two tyrannical powers, after per ſecuting 
„the patriots on their own territories, think, 


no doubt, to influence the judgement of 


„ the traitor Louis. They hope to frighten 
us; but no, the people which has made 
75 itſelf free, the people which has driven, 

66 from the heart of F rance to the diſtant 
fe "0 „ „bank 


— 


E * 

e Dai of the Rhine; the -fortaiditile army 
& of the Pruſſians and Auſtrians, the French 

4 people will not ſuffer laws to be en | 
to it MAP wy . SID 

REA 64 The King. and his Peelend mean to 
„% make War upon us. Will the Engliſh re- 
ki publicans ſuffer it? Already theſe free men 
«© ſhew their diſcontent, and the repugnance | 
“ they have to bear arms againſt their bre- | 
ce thren the French. Well, we will fly to 
% their aid, we Will make a deſcent apon 
4 that iſland, we will pour in 50,000 cas 
of liberty, we will plant there the ſacred © 
6 tree, and we will ſtretch out our arms to 
„ our republican brethren. The tyranny of 
6 their Government will be quickly de- 
60 ſtroyed. Let every one of us be ee 
F ar lt Wis this idea. 
Fs | : ; . Moxoz.” 


Thi 1508 which 4 it is + impoſible to con- 
5 fider ; im any other light than as a declaration 
of boſtilities, was followed by meaſures till 
more deciſive. On the 28th of, January an 
order was iſſued by the Executive Council 
to 25 all e and n ſhips i in the 

ports 


616) 
ports of France; orders were likewiſe ſent 
to the French frigates and cruizers to attack 
them at ſea. | On the 31ſt of January the 
National Convention decreed, that letters of 
marque ſhould be granted to privateers ; and 
on the 1ſt of February decreed a declaration 
of war againſt Great Britain and the United 
Provinces. The veſſels ſtopt in the French 
ports, to the number (by their accounts). of 
120 fail, have ſince been confiſcated and 


fold, in direct violation of the Commercial 

Treaty *, concluded in 1786, in which it is 
ſttipulated, that in caſe of a rupture be- 
e tween the crowns, their ſubjects ſhould 


4 be allowed to continue and trade without 
$6, © moleſtation ;" * Of that if the Government 
thought it neceſſary to order them to remove, 


the term of twelve months ſhould be allowed - 


them to carry off their property. And even 
though the Commercial Treaty ſhould not 
be conſidered as binding, ſuch. a proceeding 
was a manifeſt violation of the law of na- 


tions t, as of the ne my of civk 


i 


„ che Commercial Freaty, Art. II. in Mr. Chal- | 

mers's Collection, Vol. I. p. 519. 5 
Le Souverain qui declare le guerre, ne peut retenir les 
928 de l'ennemi, qui ſe trouvent dans ſes Etats, au mo- 
ment 


8 


7 1 % 


( 17 ) 
lized countries; however it may be fecbn- 
ciled to the refined ne af: ng my 
ſophers of e | 


1 may, Be be ad, © chops the 
French were the aclual, our Government 
were the virtual aggreſſors in the war; and 
this Mr, Wilſon takes for granted throughout, 
without even making an attempt to prove it; - 
though nothing is more certain, than that 5 
the nation which begins hoſtilities is to be 
conſidered as the 8 unleſs it can ſhew 
that its conduct was juſtified by inevitable 
neceſſity. To give Mr. Wilſon's cauſe every 
poſſible advantage, we will therefore examine 
the reaſons by which the French juſtify their 
declaration of war, eſpecially as Mr. Fox BY 
"I that eons of thaſe reaſons Warp 
well e | 


f 


ment a a e : pon pls: que ad te 1 ls font 
yenus chez lui, ſur la fol publique : en leur premettant d'en- 
trer dans ſes Etats, & d'y ſejourner, il leur a promis tacite- 


| ment toute libertẽ & toute ſuretẽ pour le retour. ; 
Vattel, Lib. III. e. in. 863. 


£ * Fe Mr. Fox' O s Sprech on the ns 5. 21 & 22. 


e * 


ET 


ED 
I ſhall not. inſert the whole of a, long de- 
clamatory paper, but ſhortly mention each 

article, and attend chiefly. to ſuch as N Fox 
| thinks of Woght, | OR: 


14 A general hates that the King of Eng: 
land had given proofs of ill-will to the French 
nation.—A general charge admits of no other 
anſwer: than a general denaal, and is beſt ex- 


1 Plained by the e detail of hoop 
aged OF CN oe | „ ve OH: 9117 


Il. That the Engliſh: ae et Was . 
called from Paris, after the 1oth of Auguſt, 
1792.—lt mult be remembered, that the re- 
call of Lord Gower was fo far from implying 
a hoſtile diſpoſition in our Court, that it was 
accompanied by an expreſs declaration- of its 
Teſolution to remain in amity with the 
French. Of this I ſhall fay no more, as 
Mr, Fox, who has often blamed the tegall as 
impolitic, does not attempt to ſupport it 28 : 
ground for a e N war. 


III. That at the FO time the, Evglih 
3 Cabinet ceaſed to COIT 1 with the French 


Mer | 


(29? 
| r at ane this the are an- 
Lee ers. E „ 1 13 8 B 


: IV. That! it r. nat as _ power = 
| the National Copvention or receive its ambaſ- 


SES. 


FR e it receive. an n ambaſſador fc the | 


Princes | who claimed the government of 


France, or make any. acknowledgement of . 
their right; but profeſſed its reſolution to 
avoid all interference; and preſerye a general 


friendſnip towards the French n nation, as 


Vs That it prevented the e k 
grain, - arms, and ther merchandizes, to 


France. It is not true that. any merchan- 


dizes, except grain, were ſtopped, till the 
conduct of the E rench gave reaſon to ex- 
pet, an immediate declaration of War; after : 


which, it would have been madneſs ; in our 
Goverument,, to ſaifer 40 em to. be fu pplicd 
with FAY, or rag * a 


S 1 | : 


NI. Fox lon 1 eb, gn. the prevention | 


II 


75 the exportation of corn, 28 an act of hoſ-- 
tility, for which no good reaſon has, he 
Ts: been 1 775 1 Wben the eager 


N 


( 25 3 

Was et tiere was but too much! cuſe 
to apprehend a rupture; and om this ground 
the meaſure might be juſtified. But another 
reaſon rendered it unavoidably neceſſary. 
The French government, who poſſeſſed an 
unlimited paper credit, were entirely careleſs 
of the amount of their expences; ; and Know-W- 
king that there were no means of gratifying 
the turbulent populace,” Who are their maſ- 
ters, ſo efficacious as the importation of an 
| | immenſe | quantity of * had x5 0s 


S 


* FER: DHIAV 91G 2; 2 zo 1: . 


That govertiment; Which had ſpent: above 


Wee illus Ning wp upon. f 
of their army for one camp npai . would i. 


r 8 


* 
— — 


A greater tum, to ſatisfy the clamours of the 
people, who. in many Parts of France really 
ſuffered diſtreſs, and in all apprehended it. 
It was therefore clear, that, unleſs the ex- 
-portation were prohibited, the whole harveſt 
of England might be wandere e to hr nt . 


48 The 8 W of W in Mt is pro- 
baby not more than ten or Jen millions of quarters, and 
is 

4 | 


ave ſerupled to employ ' an equal, or even * 8 


803 
A large quantity of corn was actually ſerit, 
and the price be 80 to riſe rapidly; ſurely 


then it was wiſe in our Government to in- 
terfere, before ſo much had been removed as 
to eh a en or occaſion ds and 


* | 
7 


1 


= v.. That che: einen of SER a= 
Raglan} was prohibited by Act of Parlia- 
ment. — This is perhaps the firſt time that 
an internal regulation of trade has been ever 
made the ground of a declaration of war. 
Mr. Fox owns that it is abſurd; but obſerves, } 
that the act ſeemed intended only to exaſper | Bl 
rate the French. Mr. Fox cannot but know 
that e were really made to introduce 
8 int Circulation in England; and 
will he contend: that, f in order to aVOic | EX" 
aſperating the e Fren enc b, We ug * to have 
wow PAGE. rauen in ir bankeppiex? 


= 


770 
vi That, in es of the ls.” 
ticle of the Commercial Treaty, an Act was 
1247 which ſubjected French citizens, in 
England, to the moot. mania forms. 


1 0 fold foe much 10 8 twenty be ſter- * 
ling, but it is impoſſible to gueſs to what the PR might 


have riſen if the Es ahi had contifued. Dy we 
| The 9 


TY 


T he Commercial Treaty certainly could 


not be intended to deprive either power of 


the right of internal legiſlation, in circum- 

ſtances which then could not be foreſeen *; 
and the French had exerciſed. this right in 
ſo extraordinary a manner, as rendered ſome 
exertions of it on our part abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary. This right is, indeed, expreſsly ſtated 


at the cloſe of the very artiele quoted in the 
declaration f. But if the requiring paſſports 


and the other nme 0h the Alien Bil are | 


E:* * i a ww Ee. 


* 8 il elt certain et Peeters: gs que 3 nl eng as 


Fetat preſent eſt entree dans la rai ſom qui a donne lieu à la 


piomeſſe, que la promeſſe a ẽtẽ faite en conſideration, en 


conſequence de cet etat des choſes, elle 0 de la con- 


lervation des es dans le meme etat. 
5 | Vattel, Lib. III. c. xvii. T 296. 


+ The ſubjefs ud inhabitants of the reſpeQive domi- 


Blons of the two ſovereigns ſhall have liberty Freely and fe- 1 


curely, without licence or paſſport, general or' ſpecial, by 
land or by fea, or in any other way, to enter into the king- 
doms, &. of either ſovereign, ſituated in Europe, and to 
return from thence, to remain there, or to paſs through the 


ſame, and therein to buy and purchaſe, as they pleaſe, all i 
things neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence and uſe, and they ſhalt _ 


"be'mutually treated with kindneſs and favour. Provided 


however, that, in all theſe matters, they behave and conduct 


themſelves conformably to the laws and Halit, and live with 
eachother in a friendly and peaceable manner, and promote 


5 reciprocal concord, by maintaining a mutual good . 


* Commercial Te? Art. IV. 
con- 


Fg 


| < 23 'F 1 5 
contrary to the Commercial Treaty, the 
French were themſelves the firſt violators of 


it, by. ſubjecting Engliſh travellers to treat- : 


ment- infinitely more vexatious and inconve- 
nient. It is however more probable, this pre- 


1 tended breach of treaty was only alledged as 


an excuſe for their ſhameful confiſcation of 
the En gliſh thips ſeized a In their Por before 
" mene of War. | 

VIII. That the En glith POE Hts Y 
tated the French emigrants, and aſſiſted 
them with money. — This requires no an- 
ſwer, as it is well known that the emi- 
grants received no aſſiſtance in e by 
n n eee 

IX. . That it 5 au LI its 5 hy 
fra and land, —It would otherwiſe have been 
at the mercy of the French, who had not 


only immenſe armies on foot, but a conſi- 


derable fleet ready for ſea, before the Engliſh | 


eee began to arm. 


Kerbe it eee e choke inks 
maintained in England the principles of the 


"ola revedianener hu article 1 is truly cu- 


* 


, - 


C- 24 DS. — 
rious, as by it the French not only. admit 
that to propagate ſedition is to maintain their 


| Principles, but avow their reſolution to inter- 


fere in the domeſtic mmm RE A e 


nations. 5 l 


XI. That it ſent a pd to 2 Schelde, 
to trouble the operations of the French in Bel- 
ia—This is true, if one of the operations'of 


5 the French was to violate the 5 7 and f in- 


, 


 vade Fe” territories ve our ales. 1 


XII That on hin news _ th ekeccntion of | 
Lobi, the French ambaſſador was ordered to 
quit Great Britain. — When the King of 
France was no more, M. de Chaubelin, wha 
had only been received as bis miniſter, be- 
came a mere individual; and his conduct 
Was generally thought to be fuch as made 
him a fit object for the . of 125 
5 „ 5 


3 


XIII. That the King off England PI 7 
his attachment to the cauſe of that traitor 
(Louis) by augmenting his forces at the time 
of his death. At the time of the execution 
of = King of F A not much proſpect re- 

ien | 


0 25 15 
 thained, of preſervin g peace, 30 the news 
of that e event, which had "been fo earneſtly 
de precated in Parliament, as well as the | 
Whole nation of En land, "could not 'but 

>W how little the rulers 'of the F rench vas - 
lucd our friendſhip o or | dreaded « one 1 NS ; 


- 
= 


Fn AI. That. he e a treaty with ; 
ths Emperor, hoſtile to France, i in rhe month | 
of. January. -The exiſtence of this treaty 
base neyer appeared, and was poſitively de- 
ned by Lord Grenville; ; and it will be ſhewn, 
in the courſe of the followin g pages, that 
= . treaties: fir 1 brought to light by the Jaco- 
bins of Paris are not 5 1 to * 
598 5 t 3 | 


„ 


19: 3 * "oy 1 TRIO 1880 e Keie ls. 
"tha Sele of the United Provinces. | 
If the meaſures above mentioned wete Juſti- = 
fable in the Engliſh Government, they were 


TH f #5 5 8 20 Fg 4 N 


- equally ſo in the United States; and ſurel /, 


the French, who had been contriving their 
ſuhjugation, could not very reaſonably com- 
2 that W allies mould Put them. on, 
1 rk. „„ „ 


* : Py 
* „„ . 4 3 
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| French, Who, when they revile our gevern- 


Theſe are the os” ls Gt ale 
—_ of France, whom Mr. Wilſon de- 
ſcribes as moſt earneſtly defirous of peace, 
thought proper to commence war; but it 
may not be amiſs to attend to ſome other de- 
clarations of their ſentiments. ae ies 


4 4 
* * $- 


Aron g theſe, friendly din we may- par- 
kiel expect to find Mefirs. Briffor and | 
. Condorcet,* men then high in Ct Ys 
and power, and the boaſted friends of Eng- 
in ſtateſmen. It is —— juſt to re- 
mark an artifice always employed by the 


ment, never fail to ſpeak in the moſt reſpe&- 
ful manner of the nation, 1 will not inſult- 
Mr. Wilſon by ſuppoſing him the dupe of 
this abſurd and inſidious diſtinction; but : 
_ſhall treat (as our conſtitution! requires ) hoſ- | 
5 to. the government, i e Hen the 


C-Tz 


ir Bin es BY ee of 8 
of the 10thlof Auguſt; 179. Addreſſed tqall.natjons: and 


I 

on. 1 21 
"+ A a : 

LEN 5 1 ; . p y 0 


NM. Condorcet wrote a parallel bety een thoſe proceedings 


2cang the Engliſh 8 1688, addr eſſe d tothe Edg- | 


_ iſh nation. TL 28:7} 4115 WT. 


17 See the Oe. of Lords Sunhope an Lauda 
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So early as the 20th of October, 1791; 
M. Briſſot took occaſion to obſerve, in a 
fpeeth upon the emigration from France, 
that the people of England love your re- 
8 n, the government bates it. '—On 

a gth-of July, 1792, he informed the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, that it was to be feared, | 
hat England, having made an advantage 
e OUs- peace in India, would turn its views 
-+© towards France. On the ,20th of No- 
vember he made a report to the National 

iConventien on the affairs of Geneva, in 
-which:he obſeryes, that the Crown of Eng- 


and had interfered in favour of the ariſtoerates 


f chat city. Withaut doubt it will one 


i day rouſe the indignation of the Engliſh 
. nation, ta learn that its influence has been 


: / © employed to protect the ariſtocracy .iof 


-:<; ſorme>defigning leaders, and to cruſi free 
2 NAY without. doubt it will call anger . 


« thoſe. who have abuſed its name. But 


% whatever may happen, the French Re- 
«public will not give way. The Interven» 


. tion f a king has nothing which can 


cenalarm it. The conclufion of thiz:report 


| | 64 onrlous ſpecimen of political morhlity— 


* Aenne examine hetherra free | 
| P 


. 
"a, 
. 
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10 people car, and agb 605 LE Ar. by 
e freatics'; whether they are not ufeleſt 


66 


2 


with republics, which the ſame common 
oc principles ought to unite ;' and indecent 
t with every government which does not 
hold its powers of the people: for, per- 
| haps, that is the ſecret of your revolution, 


— cc. 


and of thoſe hich are preparing. Vo 
have ſucceeded, you will ſucceed, becauſe 
the people, the individuals, are for you. 
. Treat with tyrants, you are no more fer 
* them than an ordinary governtnent ; the 
- <© enthuſiaſm of the people ceaſes with your 
= glory and your ſucceſs,” On the 12th of 
January, 1793, he made a report on the diſ- 
8 poſition of the Britiſh government, in which 
he obſerves; © Theſe Miniſters (the Engliſh) 
4 foreſaw that this republic might conſolidate 
'5 itſelf; and carry the torch of benen : 
y 15 a e oi Boggs” 


on Thus not only did. hes Bögli B Miniſter 
4658 Uidain to ſend: us an ambaſſador, but he 
\ © refuſed to acknowledge ours. Perhaps 
the French republic ſhould examine in its 
. arm. whether it nas eg to acknowledge 


. 80 | ge thoſe 


1 


( 


” choſe kings Who treat with oy deen b. 
6 1 a x powerful e e 


: * Wal, we muſt fruſtrate BY 5 of PM 
ve" En gliſh Cabinet as we have done thoſe of - 
0 Leopold and Frederick - William; z muſt 
. force them to give us a preciſe explanation : 
6 Which may ſet us at reſt for ever, or 
* draw the ſword againſt the Engliſh;; and 
i believe the Genius of Liberty, the French 
he ſeamen, will not yield to the-conquergrs of 
% Brabant, and the ſea will allo: 1 Je- 
| 7 ee „ e e e 


15 Here we tent toad the veil which covers 
„„ this mighty Coloſſus of England; here 
95 we muſt prove that you will begin this ma- 
0. ritime war with greater a ey the 
6 Cabinet of Bt. ara 8.0 f 


The mene of M. 8 are 
very ſimilar. Holland,” he obſerves, in the 
3 Chronique de Paris, 6. notwithſtanding the 
"" Stadtholder, will be hurried: into the re- 
1 publican vortex; perhaps England will 
e alſo.” But to indemnify England for the 
- Joſs of her influence over Holland, and the 
MN "Englit 


* 


( 30 E 

Engliſh, commerce, .. for the opening of the 
Scheldt, he propoſes chat Fr ranceand En, gland 
ſhould ſhare the American colonies of Spain, 
which wat  likewifh 2 neutral country. In a 

Tucteeding. paper his - ſentiments - are leſs | 

Amicable: Let her (fays he of England) | 

, ſpin out her intrigue; the moment of our 
de power is faſt approaching: and then the 
„ Minlſter who now hates, and affects to 
4 deſpiſe us, will court our alliance; and the 
4 gtate which employs Machiavelian policy 
<<, to entich itſelf, may be-canght in. its own 

" ſnares. 801 
The conqueſt of Sardinia will be another 
578 «Rep e uni vet at Republicaniſn, F, 

800 bee t —_ Spain treble ; ket 
«« ten French ſhips of war be ſent: to carry 
a 32 three coloured cockade and the de- 

* claration of th IMO al of Man i into 

x48 „Cane. 3 
343 0. 115 | | 
of 1 ohe of ts e ad- Z 

- UM aeg, e Nager! Convention, he . 


4 4 8 « * * 


775 5; . « you” 
* & 41 rat 1 


1762 „ cinen. Parin Nov, 23 1793: 5 


4 5 
te the opening of the Seffions colitis. 
«© which approaches, will infallibly become 
4 the occaſion of the reforms which-are. the 
% moſt urgent; ſuch as thoſe which regatd. 


4 40 the" entire gſfalliſhmen! of a Republic, | 


c the tranſition will be leſs tedious, becauſe 
the foundations of eee "ou xa. 
4 In England.” 1 


— 3 * G. 


of war, | © that if any have can 

i «| voluntarily and by a. connetFed, ſyſtem of 
[««, political - perfidy to he degth of Louis, it 

46 ee Court e AT. 
en Fee 


0 dheſe TAR of. chin 1 of 
-theſe diſtinguiſhed characters, who, perhaps, 
| had it more in their power than any other 

men in France to prevent the war, it would 

be eaſy to add many others, as well 8 the 

- dechrations/of other leaders of the: French 

Republic; nor is the authority of ſuch 

. Inſtances" 0 efſened- by” ſome of of chem being 
1.24 Dir 87 Ie >» brisbane arr of 


* Choongu de Faris, Feb. 3. 1793. t 


 Heafterviards —— on the, declartion 


ö 
extracts from newſpapers. Even in England 5 
the newſpapers are generally ſu ppoſed to ex- 
preſs the ſentiments of the party whoſe cauſe 
they favour; but in France; where they are 
avowedly the compoſition of the Rulers of 


the State, of the Chiefs of that Convention 


bi 


$7 


vrhich concentrates every power of - govern». 
ment, they acquire a far greater importuncs, 
though not more TORO ene 


But Mr. m and his Kan conſeibus, 


| . that it might be ſomewhat difficult 


to perſuade this nation that it had attacked 
France, are particularly fond of enlarging 
on the unjuſt aggreſſion of the German 
Powers.“ The treaty of Pillnitz, ſays 
Mr. Fox, contained a ſtipulation, that 


* yrhenever a fit occaſion offered, ſuch powers 
* were to invade France The _ there- | 


enen was the nth of <ggreſlion.” 71.21 bark 
Fit | 1 (34 11247 

5 je Mr. | Wüten, * BY is well known 

* t the n of Nite was the ons | 


12 2 See Me. Fox' 8 froth on © King $ a ns 
to the execution of the French King, p. 5. 
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* of all the prelent hofilities At the time 
ec that this took place, the conſtitution of 
« France was ſettled, the King and the 
-* People had ſworn to obey it; there was in 
it a good deal to praiſe, and much to 
blame; but, for reaſons which it would 
00 be uſeleſs to detail, it was on the whdle 
4 mprafticable.” This defect ſeems to me 
to render all further criticiſm unneceſſary. 
Mr. Wilſon, however, goes on with an ex- 
amination in which, for that reaſon, I ſhall not 
follow him. On the fubje& of the confede- 
5 racy, he aſſumes both the authority and the 
obſcurity of a prophet :* What conſum- 
* mates our misfortunes is, that if, by our 
is afliſtance, the confederates ſhould ſucceed + 
i « in their views, England will be blotted out - 
4 of the ſyſtem of Europe; Holland * | 
.* preſerve its independence a ſingle day; 
0 pres chain of deſpotiſm will tend 
© over the faireſt portion of the earth, and 
«« the lamp of liberty that has blazed ſo bright 
"? in our ſea- girt ille, muſt be N 


; 5 46 in the be 00 night,” . 


# See Mr. Willon's ter, p 54 


. 
At this doleful prediction I confeſs I am 
not much alarmed, becauſe I have not the 
_  fagacity to diſcover how it is to be accompliſh- 
ed. Mr. Wilſon finds other ground for com- 
Fort in the profound reflection, that the com- 
bined armies (whom he civilly calls inno- 
cent and ignorant flaves*) are men ; that 
they may periſb by the foord, by fatigue, 
« by famine, and by d:/eafe ;. and that the new 
% Alarics who employ them are men alſo, 
% weak, ignorant, and mortal, like the reſt: 
% Death will ſoon level them with the in- 
ſtruments of their guilty ambition.” Of 
this Humane and Patriotic bogs I leave him, 
all the conſolation. | 


1 t 1 by ſu mieichl to Gbſerve, chat our 
Government having been forced into the 
war by an unjuſt attack, only followed the 
common rules of prudence, in availing itſelf | 
of the aſſiſtance of thoſe powers who were, 
from whatever motives, engaged in. oppoſi- 
tion to the ſame enemy; for I apprehend 
Mr. Wilſon's doctrine will gain few con- 
verts,+ that it had been far better for 


„See Mr Willon's letter, p. $5- 
t + See Mr. Wilſon's letter, p. 25. „ 
. | „ Bri- 
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GY ä 

« Britain to have fought France ſingly, if her 
* power had been twice as great, while the 
© reſt of Europe looked on. : 


But it may not he amiſs, 7 a ſhort de- 
duction of facts, to ſhew how far Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Wilſon are accurate in the ſtatement. 
1 have quoted. 


On the Ai cl the 2oth of June, 1791, 
the late King of France and his family eſcaped 
from the palace of the Thuilleries, where they 
had been guarded ever ſince the 6th of Octo- 

ber, 1789. On the 25th the King, Queen, 
their children, and Madam Elizabeth, the 
' King's ſiſter, were brought back priſoners to 
Paris, and kept in cloſe confinement till the 
4th of September. On the 28th of July, 
the National Aſſembly, apprehenfive that 
foreign powers might reſent the impriſon- 
ment of the Royal Family, and knowing that 
| ſeveral German Princes had complained, to 
the Emperor, of the violation of rights ſecured 
to them by the treaty of Weſtphalia, ordered 
-an addition to their army of 97,000 men. 
On the 14th of dee the ts accepted x 


the. conſtitution. 35 „ . 
" * | On 


(36 ) 
On the 24th of Auguſt, the Emperor 
Leopold, the King of Pruſſia, and the EleQor 
of Saxony, met at the caftle of Pillnitz, in 
Luſatia, belonging to the Elector, where they 
remained till the 28th. The ſubject of their 
conference was kept ſecret; but on the 27th, 
( even days before the Royal Family of France 
were apparently liberated at Paris, and ſeven- 
teen before the acceptance of the conſtitution) 
the Emperor delivered the followin 8 declara- 
tion to the Comte a Artois 8 


„His Majeſty the Sane; and his 
*« Majeſty the King of Pruſſia, having heard 
« "the deſires and repreſentations of Monſieur, 
« and of his Royal Highneſs the Comte 
* F Artois, declare jointly that they regard 
* the ſituation in which his Majeſty the 
« King of France actually is, as an object of 
* common intereſt to all the ſovereigns of 
Europe. They hope that this concern 
* cannot fail to be acknowledged by the 
66 powers whoſe aſſiſtance is claimed, and 
* that in conſequence they will not refuſe 
* to employ, Jointly with their ſaid Majeſties, 
the moſt efficacious means, in proportion 
* to thsir forces, to Pond the King of France 


4. #3 


0-5) 
in a ſtate to ſettle, in the moſt perfect li- 
« berty, the foundations of a monarchical . 
« government, equally ſuitable to the rights 
„ of ſovereigns and the welfare of the French. 
0 Then, and in that caſe, their ſaid Majeſties 
< are decided to act quickly, and with one 
* accord, with the forces neceſſary to obtain 
the common end. propoſed. In the mean 
e time they will give ſuitable orders to their 
6. troops, that they may be 5 to put 
„ themſelves in motion. | 


At Pillnitz, 4 80 27. 


Signed by the We and 


er ene n of e e 


This enden evidently refers to the im- 
priſonment and perſonal danger of the Royal 
Family of France; and was ſo explained by 
an official note from Prince Kaunitz to the 
Auſtrian miniſters reſident in foreign courts, 
dated Vienna, Nov. 1, 1791. | 


IR, 
The ate of detention in which the king | 
« and Royal Family of France were, having 


<« ceaſed, the Emperor has made no diffi- 


6 85 to . * nn at 
| this 


Cs 


<6 
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( 38 3 
chis court, the e which he requeſted | 


of him at his return from Prague. 


When the 3 propoſed a common 


cc 


4 * 
66 
66 


ec 


ec 


all the governments of Europe. 


«6 


declaration and meaſures to hinder the fa- . 


tal effects of the French revolution, immi- 
nent dangers threatened the liberty, honour; 
and fafety of the King and Royal Family; 
as well as the preſervation of monarchical 


EC- 


government in France, attacked in its eſ- 
ſential principles, by the progreſs of a po- 


pular anarchy, which became dangerous for 


« Theſe dangers are no longer immediate; 


the laſt events give hopes for the future. 


: In the Bruſſels Gazette of the 85 of 8 


tember it was announced, by authority, 


«c 


that the circumſtances which had taken 


cc place with regard to the declaration of 


66 


Pillnitz, gave occaſion to conſider it as not 


having taken place. Theſe pacific explana- 
tions are ſufficiently confirmed by the total 
inaction of the Auſtrjan and Pruſſian armies. 
Not a ſingle regiment quitted its ordinary 
cantonments ; and the King of Pruſſia even 


ordered 


Fg 
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ordered the horſes to be ſold, which had been 
; collected in the ſummer for the ſervice of the 

heavy artillery, under the apprehenſion of a 
rupture with Ruſſia. The Emperor had par- 
ticular reaſons to wiſh for peace, as his finances 
were exhauſted by the Turkiſh war, and the 
Netherlands, which had been very lately re- 
covered to his authority, were ſtill in a ſtate 
of ſome commotion. That the efforts of the 
French patriots were not wanting to excite 


more dangerous diſturbances, appears, among 


other proofs, by the following letter from the 
friends of the conſtitution at Maubeuge to the 
en of ene, dated n 18, 1791. 


vs n 3 


Vou know how to value liberty; you hs 


fired it, and unhappy events have depri- 


ved you of the conqueſt of it. The friends 
&« of the French conſtitution embrace the whole 
world in their ſyſtem of philanthropy, and 
“ on this account, Gentlemen, they hope | 
« that in returning into your country, you 
* will ſow in it the ſeeds of our beneficent 
« projects, that they ey Pr oduce an abun- 
« dant harveſt. 

(Signed) R@CHAMBEAU, Preſident.” 

5 : This 


't 40 1) 
Tbis letter was profuſely circulated throu gh- 
1 out the COIN : 


No ſooner had a free paſſage out of France 
been permitted, in conſequence of the King's 


acceptance of the conſtitution, than an ineredi- 


ble number of perſons, eſpecially of the noble 


families, quitted the kingdom. The greater 
part of them had no other deſign than to eſcape 
from a country where their perſons and pro- 
perty had been in continual danger during two 
years of anarchy; But among them were a 


multitude of military and naval officers, who 


- propoſed to form an army, under the com- 


mand of the brothers of the King of France, 
for the invaſion of that country. Thele emi- 
grations ſoon attracted 'the notice of the Na- 


tional Aſſembly, which had met on the 3d 
| - October, and the chiefs of the Jacobin, | 


rty (Meffrs. Briſſot, Condorcet, and the 


| Dank of the department of La Gironde :) 
1 diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their declama- 
tions againſt the emigrants, and the ſeverity 
of the meaſures they propoſed. In theſe 

—_ were alwat 


ming led the moſt vio- | 


2 * M. MM. Werguiaud, and Guader. | | 
« lent D 


6 

lent inveckires againſt the Emperor, as the 
protector of the emigrants *, though it is well 
| known that they were diſperſed and diſarmed 
in all the Auſtrian dominions -T. It was evi- 
dently the intention of the Jacobins, under 
this pretence, to occaſion a war. They might 
with- greater reaſon have complained of the 
conduct of the 4 Empreſs of Ruſſia and the 
f King of Sweden, who had not only declared 
their intention of aſſiſting the French Princes, 
but had refuſed to acknowledge the validity 
- of the King s acceptance of the conſtitution. . 

But a rupture with thoſe powers would not 
have anſwered the purpoſes of the Jacobin 


leaders, which were, the conqueſt of Bra- 3 


Pans. and the deſtruction of their © own King, | 
* Sce M. Briſſot's Lak on the cb oc Oacber, 17901, 
and ſeveral of his ſubſequent ſpeeches, as well as thoſe of 


Condorcet, Iſnard, &c. and that of Anacharſis Cloots on ; 


the 13th of December. On the 24th of October one Hure 
made an offer (which was received with great applauſe) of 
100 livres towards the expence .of the war, and his arm 
to be a Hrannicide. 1 
I ee the report read to ha Afembly, Ober 31, 
by M. Montmorin, the Miniſter for F. oreign Affairs. 
- + See the declaration delivered to Prince Kaunitz, No- 
vember 30, 1791, by the Swediſh Ambaſſador, in the 
name of bis maſter and the Empreſs. | 


3. he. 


LES» 

by accuſing. him of a ſecret concert with the 
enemies of the nation. The firſt of thoſe pur- 
poſes they made no ſcruple of avowing in 
their uſual phraſe of extending liberty; the 
ſecond it was not then ſafe to acknowledge. 
8 But the time afterwards came when ſecrecy 
was no longer neceſſary. On the 2 5th; .of 
September 1792, Barbaroux obſerved, Our 15 
t, conſtituents have charged us to oppoſe eq - 
« ballers and dictators, on whichever fide 

. they may be found. See with what rage 

« each of them diſtils his calumny; they 
accuſe you already for having declared war. 

„ The war, Citizens! It was undertaken 
for the moſt juſt of cauſes, for that of l- 
berty; it has killed Louis the Sixteenth *. 


* 


e 4 the 5 was fo — 5 
ceſsful, that on the 14th of December 1791, 
orders were given to aſſemble three armies, 
amounting to 1 50, ooo men, on the frontiers; 3 
and on the 28th M. Briſſot aſſured the Aſ- 
ſembly, that war was actually a national 
bengſit, and that the only calamity which 
Ea was to be feared was not to have _ 


* "4 


: AIs: Was the abolition f Royalty. 8 had in view 
In cauſo ing. war to be declared. riſſot a tous les Repub-. | 
licains Paris October 24, 1792. 2d edit. p- &: 5 
* Ko 8 =] . i 


(wn) | 
N however nippel that the EleQor of 
Treves (who was the only Prince that had 
ſuffered military preparations to be thade in 
his dominions) was alarmed at theſe formi- 
dable preparations, and obliged the emigrants 
to diſperſe :. This deprived the French of 
their pretence for a rupture; yet they did 
not relax in their preparations, and the vehe- 
mence of their orators became even greater 
than before. The National Aſſembly voted 
that their army ſhould be increaſed to the 
| number of 420,000 men; a force ſufficiently 
alarming to the neighbouring ſtates, and ff 
ficiently burthenſome to their own finances -T. 
In February, abotit 14,000 Heſſian and Auf- | 
trian | Topps aflembice, to form a cordon i in 


E 7 „„ "215 HH; 4 „ AF 11 592 
4 On the 17th of Dod e N 
cc - frontiers was arreſted at Worms, diſguiſed as a Knight 
« of Malta, and aſl ociated with 40 other perſons, of whom 
"ee ſeveral a are alſo taken, and who on the 18th were to 
-&/eecute the plot of allaſhnating the Prince de Conde : 
ei og:the firſt examination they confeſſed the crime and i its 
author. We warrant the certainty of this intelligence. 
Fe Rn Mercure de France, Dec. 1791, p. 359. 


ITS ) 47 LI F5 
'+ 46 Louis the XIVth maintained for ſome time an army 
4 of 450, ooo men, but it was a Voten effort and that 
Th effort has ruined France.“ 
Voltaire Remarks an Ehr. 
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the Palatinate and upon the Rhine, and 
30, ooo Auſtrians were ordered to be in rea- 
dineſs to march. Though theſe preparations 
were merely defenſive, and only 6000 of the 
Auſtrian troops actually marched, they were 
magnified, by the newſpapers, into a tremen- 
dous armament for the N of e 
| . in France. 


At 5 Fey time two creation were ant 
liſhed ®, one pretended to have been ſigned at 
Pavia in the month of July 1791, and the 
other at Vienna, February. 18, 1792. The 
firſt contains a plan for the partition of France 
and Poland, and various encroachments upon 
Turkey and other ſtates, It is ſigned by 
the Emperor Leopold, and the Miniſters 
of Ruſſia, Spain, and Pruſſia. To this it is 
ſaid that England acceded in March 1792, 
and Holland ſoon after—circumſtances ſo evi- 
dently falſe, as to render the whole ſtory ut- 
terly unworthy of refutation. It ſeems, in- 
| (deed, never to have obtained any credit even 
among thoſe who were moſt diſpoſed to think 
unfavourably of the Em Peror I conduct with | 
regard to Francs. 


* See this treaty in the Political. State of 8 | 2 
publication notoriouſly Jacobin, vol. ii. p. 751. 


The 
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. 
The other 2 appears to be what Mr 
Fox hes goed: as that ba f Pilloitz, as it con- 
tains 


4 - 


- * The following way ny really ce e 
the Emperor and the King of Pruſſia at Berlin, Feb- 


ruary 7, 1792; but as it was merely een it did not | 


anſwer the purpoſe of the Jacobins. 
* Art. I. contains general profeſſions of : amity. " 8 
4 Art. II. confirms all former treaties, particularly 

&« thoſe of Breſlaw, Dreſden, Hubertſburgh, and Teſchen. 

s Art. III. His Majeſty the Emperor and his Majeſty 
ve the King of Pruſſia promiſe and engage, for themſelves 
« and their heirs, to guarantee and defend all the ſtates, 
< provinees, and hereditary dominions which they ac- 
** tually poſſeſs on both ſides, againſt the macs of any 
% power whatſoever. , 

% Art. IV. In conſequence af this BUT. rn guaran- 
40 tee, the two high contracting parties will labour, 
46 jointly, for the maintenance of peace; they will em- 
« ploy, in caſe the ſtates of either of them ſhould be 
«& threatened with an invaſion, their moſt efficacious good 
offices to prevent it. But if theſe good offices ſhould 
5 not have the deſired effect, and that either of them 
40 ſhould be really attacked, they oblige themſelves i in 
« this caſe mutually to aſſiſt each other with a body of 
«© 15,090 foot and 5, ooo horſe. . 
4 Art. V. regulates the mode of giving this aſſiſtance, 
« whichit is ſtipulated ſhall begin to march in two months 
cc after the requiſition ſhall be made. | 
„ Art. VI, Incaſe the ſtipulated ſuccours ſhould not be 
"66 ſufficient for the defence of the requiring power, the | 
ee power which is required ſhall ſucceſlively increaſe them, 
according to the neceſſity of his ally, and the circum- 
Ws ſpores of the agreement they ſhall then make. 


% Att, 
5M 


— 


{ #6 ) 
tains a ſtipulation! that the forces of the con- 
tracting powers ſhall march ar ſoon as the. 
Vn will permit, which approaches nearly to 
| his, expreſſion, It profeſſes to be concluded 
between the Emperor andithe King of Pruſſia, 
Who agree to invade France with 180,006 
men, to reſtore to the Crown, att the tights 
and prerogatives which belong, to it, and to 
hold a congreſs to determine what thoſe rights 
and prerogatives fall be. It iy unneceſſary 
to criticiſe this nonſelle, as te tr bears 
evident marks of. Arger an the face 118 1 It 
is dated at Vienna the 18th of February, and 
ſigned by the Comte de Colleredo and the 
Baton de Biſchofswerder, | Now M. de Biſ- 


5 « Art, VII. To attain completely the Kune views 
« that the two high. contracting powers propoſe to them- 
« ſelves in their treaty, they reſerve to themſelyes the 
1 « right of jointly i inviting the imperial court of Kuſſia, 

1 85 two maritime powers, and the KleCtor of Saxony, 
. « - unite themſelves mutually with them, by, ſirnilac en- 
agements and ſtipulations, 

. Art. VIII. They engage to oreſerve the Germanic 

1 conſtitution as ſettled by, laws and treaties. 

« Art, IX. They engage to contract no other alliance 
% unknown to each other.“ 
10 conſequence of this treaty, 125 King of Pruſſia 
marched to the aſſiſtance of the Emperor when his domi- 

. piqns were attacked, 


choſswerder 


(4 ) 
chofs werder (who is a Comte, and not a Ba- 
ron) had not left Berlin the 18th of February, 
and did not arrive at Vienna till the a8th 
and there was at that time no Comte Collo- 
redo, a all in the Auſtrian, Wield 
i a % ien e ac * 
8. u would be paying an We eqmpli- 
ment to, the Jacobins to ſuppoſe them, inca- 
pable of fabricating the& treaties to anſwer the 
purpoſes of thei, party, eſpecially as they, had 
recourſe, at the ſame time, to other means at 
leaſt equally reprehenſible. In the beginning 
of February * 60,000 pikes, were made at 
5 Paris, with which the vileſt of the populace 
were armed, By whom, and for what pur- 
| poſes they were collected, ſufficiently appears 
from M. Briſſot's account, printed the 4,gth: 
% Where will theſe pikes preſent themſelyes? 
* Wherever you may be, enemies. of tho 
people. —Will they dare to preſent theme 
1; ves, at the Caſtle of the, nantes 


ig * 


| * 10 Chaque pique eſt ornee a ac FP __ Atent los 
t amateurs, 4 8 plus efficacemen 1070 8, les en- 
a tmiller.“ | Mercure de France, 'Ff, oa, p. 214. 


+ By this it appears, with what juſtice the attack of the 


 Thuilleries, on the foth of Auguſt, eee ” | 


In ee e riot. | | 
cc Ves, | 


8 3 5 
* Yes, without doubt, if you are there — | 
e Who will order theſe pikes ?—Neceflity,— — 

% Who will diſtribute them? Patriotiſin.— 
* The pikes have begun the revolution, the 
< pikes will complete it.” The declarations 
of theſe pike men themſelves were equally in- 
telligible. A numerous deputation of them 
informed the National Aſſembly, that they - 
% had armed themſelves to purge, the earth 
« of the King's friends, and to ſuperintend - 
* the executive power.” On the 6th of 
March, another deputation of them, under 
the name of men of the 14th of July, ad- 
dreſſed the Aſſembly in a long harangue. 
Among other things, they ſaid, The 
e ſpunge of ages may wipe from the book of 
the law the chapter of royalty Courtiers, 
« Kings, Miniſters, the civil liſt, will paſs 
« away; but the rights of man, the national 


LJ fovereignty” and pikes, will never paſs 


% away.” This addreſs was received with 
diſtinguiſhed honours. By means ſuch as 
theſe, and by the impeachment of two of his 
Miniſters (M. de Montmorin and M. de Leſ- 
fart, both of whom were afterwards baſely 
and 1 e the King was 
| + compelled 


(83. 


SY dds the end of ih) to form 


4+ ki-o ws er 
A 1 in r 5 


n 1 10. 201 


In the mean time 2 18 of 10 5 
. after an illnels ſo 


che Finpe tor Leoj pofd 
mort Ae violent, as to 5 1 no ſmall | proba- 
bili ity to the ſuſpicion | of p oiſon, leaving be- 


Find him the rep dütation of; a mild, equitable, | 


and ' ihe p prince, fincerely defirous of the 
ap ppineſs 0 "I his  fabjedts, $03 not, unſkilful 


in ig endeavours to promote it, but ſome- 


| She Utatory and i indecifive i in his reſolutions, | 
and too ilch y attentive, to minute : regulations, 


The Taco 5 rejoiced extravagantly af his 
deal 1. , from, an, abfurd' idea, that the empi 


A Ne 0 - 


SPE be an " eaſy prey during the interreg- ; 
hum. They were ſoon afterwards (March 
Te, deliyered f from a more dangerous enemy 


y the affaſſination of the Kin g of Sweden, 
us the Third, whoſe reſtlefs and en- 


terpriling ſpirit; aud unconquerable courage, 
ould p e urged him to put Him 
the French nobility, * N 


Phoſe cauſe 4 avowed Protector. 


1 Miitter fbr reizt ure (ou. 
mourier) loſt no time in making ſuch requi- 
G r 


iy W * 
8 


5 
n o * 


(, 59. ); 


ſitions to the young King of Hungary as it 
Was impoſſible for him to comply with *. 


Theſe being refuſed or evaded by the Auſ- 
trian Miniſtry, the King of France was 
obliged, by his' council; on the 20th of April, 
to come down to the National Aſfembly and 
propoſe a declaration of war, which was im- 
mediately and gladly voted +. To withſtand 
the numerous armies of France, about 55,000 


= Auſtrian troops were diſperſed through. the 
whole extent. of the Netherlands, a coun- 


try by no means ſatisfied with their go- 
vernment, and undefended by any fortreſs, 


except Luxembourg and the Caſtle of Na- 


mur . Beſides theſe, there were 12,000 
Wro0ps in Milga, , 10,000, Heſfians on the 


> e388 
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„See be Appendix. 15 N 

A See Remarks on Mr. Fox's tpeech a at the opening ing of 
ee e,, 0 nojzniiclts 907 y 


+ Mr. Wilſon obſerves (page 45) that © the Neiheflands 
« © were defcnceleſs, becauſe. the Emperor Joſeph difmmans 
45 fled Namur, Mons, ' Fourngy, e. Mr. Wilson is: un- 
lucky in his ex amples, for Mons and Tournay, with, ſeveral 
other. places, were diſmantled by the French, who took 
them in e war of 17455 afd the Caftle of Namur 18 4 
ſtrong place at this day. It is not true that the Emperor 


Joſeph deſtroyed the fortifications of any. tt real 
* „ 
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F Lower 
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Lower Rhine, ant $,000 or 9,000 Pruſſians 

about Weſel . Such had been the prepara- 

tions of the German powers when the French 
troops entered the Auſtrian Netherlands on 
the 28th of April. Their behaviour after- 

wards* is but too well remembered; and 1 

will not repeat a tale Which diſgraces g 

nature. 1 | 


, * 4 4 * 
he 9 ; WIA N 
ba * 


Such was the conduct of the French to- 
wards the Emperor; and by ſimilar means 
Sardinia, Spain, and Holland were forced 
into the war. The Jacobins were completely 
triumphant, and employed, to extend the 
violence of open hoſtility, and the miſeries 

of civil commotion in other countries, what- 
ever moments they could ſpare | from perſecu- : 
tion, ravage, and maſſacre i in their own deſo- 
lated land. Unawed by power, untamed ory 
moderation, unappeaſed by inoffenſive weak= : 
neſs, they at once cruſhed the little republic ' 
of Geneva, and undermined with ſecret per- 
fich the conſtitution of England, ' Diſap= 
pointed in their inſidious attempts to excite 


825 * hol hot campaign e Auſtrians were not 
able to bring into the field a Buy of eos gap 20,000 
men in the Low Countries. ; 


O00 - "Om | ſedition 


„„ - 
dg. is this conn, Fl are now. aiming. 
b 


en war at th e deſtruction of a nation. 
whole only crime was, to have been attentiye 


8 tot the preſervation of its own happineſs, and 


to have. received with a pitying heart and 
Sheryl hand the Yun of their SON 


"Havin g So 5G the firſt poſition © on enn 
Mr. Wilſon's reaſoning is founded, that our 
government entered wantonly and without ne- 
5 ceflity i into. the war, I ſhall now. conſider whe- 5 
ther, as he aſſerts, the diſtreſs of our com- 
merce bas been owing. t to it. I am aware that 
aſſertions of this general nature are ' ſeldom 
wholly. true or completely el %; and though 
Mr. Wilſon pretends to give | his ; reaſoning. the 
force of demonſtration *, 1 ſhalj be contented, 
to ground 1 mine on probabilities only... Jam 
Jikewiſe a aware, that to. aſcribe. any calamity. 
to the War, is is a mode of reaſoning which, will 
always be popular, becauſe it is ſhort, and he, 
vious J it t requires little memory to retain, 
and no previous knowled; ge: .to. comprehend it. 
| For it muſt be obſeryed, that the queſtions... 


how the war occaſioned any calamity ? is 


ſeldom aſked, becauſe hat might require he 


See Mr, Willn's laat Po ihe. 
die | | trouble. 


„ 
trouble of a lang rden . Witfon 
has, however, undertaken to anſwer. is; nd s 
his anſwer I ſhall beſtow ſome. attention, 
figce, if it turns out to be falſe, the: poſition 
itſelf may probably be overturnad; in which 
caſs faction will be deprived of a very danges 
raus weapon; and, if true, it cannot he to 
ſoon, ar too ſeriouſly conſidered: hy the ge- 
vernment. It is nat; very eaſy to late Mc 
Wilſon's reaſons ſeparately and diſtinctiy, as 
he blends them ſo much together, and ſo fre- 
quently xeſumes the ſame in a differed form. 
Four, however, may be collected. Firſt, 
that the war on the continent, before we 
were engaged in it, had .oxcafionath dia de- 
cline in the export. of our manufactures, 
“ and the efflux, as it. ſhould. ſeem, of the 
« ptecious metals . Though this epuld nos 
be the effect of our engaging im the war, and 
therefore is inconſiſtent with Mr. Wilſon's ge- 
neral aflertions,, chat that meaſure, is che ſole. 
ion of our calamities, yet it maꝝ be pro- 
per to take; notice of it in thid place, tha: 

none of his e eee to day | 
, eee of 
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„See Mr. Willow's Letter, ap 13 
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1 am very far from deny ing the trüth of 
Mr. Wilſon's general theory, t chat it ĩs tlie in. 
tereſt of a manufacturing country that its cuf. | 
tomers ſhould be Peaceful, rich, and flou- 
riſhing,” as they will in that caſe purchaſe 
its productions more liberally. ' But that 
theory is introduced unfortunately, as it is 
directly contrary to the fact, that any decline 
took place in the export of our eee 
The Britiſh REI os wane fs 


T 
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in 1709 — rer 3570 800 5 
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: The efflur of ths! precious metals, ir real, 


1 


muſt have been either as merchandize, or in 


con ſequence of an unfavourable balance of 
trale. If they were exported as merchandize, 
It is elear, firſt, that they were paid' for by 
an equivalent value; and next, that they 
were unneceffary for internal circulation, 
which will always retain as much of them as 
is e for a medium of trade. Was 


8 a 
* Theſe 3 a YES he Cuſtom Houſes . 
books, are probably not very accurate; but they afford a 


Juſt ground of compariſon, as the errors of ong year are 
| ne to thoſe of another. TT 
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there then an unfavourable balance on the 
general amount of our, eee i 


. 
. 5 7 
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13 1789 the general, balance i in —_— 80 
125 vour of ( Great W was „ 4. I, 55 9,000, 
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exportation o 0 our coin, as be i is the:z: A 


St n of conntry banks , which have cer | | 


tainly 0905 it out of circulation, in a 


nn * 0 


ner which, no unfayourable balance of trade po » th 2 
v, 1 


P Net Ft 4 4 


e miſchievous. 259 1 e : 


could, ever. "have, done-;—a manner, as 1 ſhall 
he reafter have occaſion to VO very alarm 
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The ſecond, cauſe aſſi end: by Mr., Wilſon, 
| - the commercial diſtreſs is, the diſeredit of 
bills of exchange, occaſigned, by the inſecurity, 

of all property on the ſeas, in gur. iſlands, on 
52 Foaſt, of Africa, and. other foreign poſſeſ· 
Gong, in, conſequence, of the war · T. In thia 
datement, truth! is. ſo mingled with error, that 


it i i dufficiently difficult 1 | al 18 guich them. 

e Mr Wins ie Lena, 7 — = AÞ.x 2 
STUTTE 219057 19, 40943 d Terry 
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. M werp tre Khir bills of ctchüngg, att 
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all paper*circdlin on the 'eretit of thdivis 
duals, have ſuffered to a moſt alarming g degree, 
Many commertial*Hblifts' have Atul be- 
corte bankeopt,” and 4 tht" Steal number 
Have fuffered a tempor̃ary derangement. 10 eo 
catifs affigned by Mr. Wilſon is likewife\tru 
(for no one will fay that the p property be 
ſpciks of is equally Uo care in time of 'of war e 45 
}* be is it adequate to its Tippoltt 
— If it were, 0 effect muff 1575 de 185 
predueeck by all wars, in proper Bout the 
degree of the danger. Now tllis 18 6 far from 
Being the caſe; that Mr. Wilfon ſtates or pre. 
enk ealuities to be altogether Prgular and 
unprecedented, in degree, at Teaft,* if not in 
nature. Vet will. it be contended that tho 
diriget to our ſffpping and ont” colonies is 
mow grester- that i the war of 15 756, in 
which" the: French navy conteſted for t 
years the-emplre'of: the Teas Or t cg 
| America war, - when” dur poffeflong wers 
Meeevehy capri, and dür- fer hid"ith | 
bkinifhied hestllin ouf or Hur böufs? Th 
cottipatative:.danget” and conſequent” e's 


value in floating property may be acc curately 
1 — the"nutaber of vellels Ga ptured, 


6 | "which 


69 
which -is beyond compariſon leſs in this war 
than in any other which has happened in 
modern times, notwithſtanding the extraor- 
dinary increaſe of navigation; — that of our 
colonial poſſeflions cannot be fo eaſily aſcer- 
tained, but certainly was utterly incapable of 
producing the effect aſcribed to it. Mr. Wilſon 
likewiſe obſerves, that the amount of the pro- 
perty belonging to the Britiſh merchants and 
manufacturers lodged in foreign countries was 
much greater than on any former occafion ; 
and this, from the great extenſion of our 
trade, I believe to be true. It is, how- 
ever, clear, that though the delay of remit- 
tances might be the cauſe of ſome temporary 
embartaſſment to thoſe mercantile houſes to 
whom this property belonged, it could not 
finally occaſion any loſs. I do not mean here 
to include the property veſted in the French 
trade, which will be the ſubject of a ſeparate 
inveſtigation. It muſt alſo be remembered, 
that the depreſſion of the public funds, the 

ſcarcity. of caſh, and the diſcredit of paper 
circulation, began long before the wars nog 
: even before the Armament. 1 Yeree ok 
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A third cauſe ſtated by Mr. Wilſon as an 


occaſion of the diſtreſs of our commerce, at 


the commencement of the preſent war is, the 
| magnitude of the national debt, which, though 


no effect of the war: itſelf, is fo interwoven. 


G 


with it, in his diſcuſſion, that it is neceſſary 


to take notice of it here. That the magni- 


tude of the national debt is a moſt weighty 
reaſon, among many others of equal import- 
ance, to avoid a ſtate of war, no man can 


deny; and no man can haye greater cauſe to 


be ſenſible of this than the preſent Miniſter, 


DD -\ who has met with ſo many difficulties, and 


encountered ſo much oppofition, in his en- 
deavours to provide for its reduction. I ſhall 


| RY I © Epteſently have occaſion to conſider the na- 


TT 


ional debt as an object of financę; I am now 


e onhy to attend to it as a cauſe of commercial 


difficulties. In this view of the ſubject, Mr. 
Wilſon gives me no light, and I can meet with 
very little elſewhere. It is often ſaid that the 


national debt ruins our manufactures, by in- 


creaſing the price of labour, and of raw ma- 
terials, in conſequence of the taxes impoſed 
to pay the intereſt of it. Thus other nations, 
fot equally burthened, are e enabled to under- 
ſel] 


8 it) the eaſy anſwer is, that whatever may be- 


5 portion to its increaſe and magaitude. The 


635) 


{al us. & If this is Mr. Wilſon's meaning Fm 
| if he. has any other, I wiſh he had mentioned - 


come of the theory, the fact is not true: for 
the exportation of our manufactures has in- 
creaſed in an extraordinary manner ſince the 
American war, in which the national debt 
reached its preſent enormous extent. / But 
this debt, with all its diſadvantages, appears 
to me in two reſpects to afford very eſſential 
benefit to commerce, and that, in exact pro- 


firſt is obvious, it is to create a numerous, 
elaſs of conſumers, who live upon the inte- 
reſt, of it, and are perpetually. diffuſing large | 
| ſtreams of wealth i into every. channel of ire. 


os. „See Poltlethwaite 300 Herrenſchwandt o on mie be 25 

1 Britiſh manufaQures exported in 1773 7 9,417,008 * 

| 85 | 1774 19,556,000 v 
b oe "2c Y0,672j008 5 


| ths three u years of FEES America: ound 
| Total of three years | £- 30,945,008 - 


to the three laſt mw $0556 tr £3 14,921;000 
3 f 179 1 156,810, 0 
1792 38,310,000 


* 


) 


— — — 


T otal of three Jus . 59,042,000 


4 7 1 2 | colatiin; 
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culation. The other is to preſerve: a vaſt ca- 
pital eaſily convertible into ready money. I 
cannot be ſuppoſed' to mean that the 4whols, 
or any large ſhare, of our immenſe funds 
could be ſo converted at once: it certainly 
could not find purchaſers; but it is perfectly 
evident, that the ordinary daily transfers are 
now far greater, than when the extent of the 
national debt was only (for inftance) 50 mil 
lions. The agents of foreigners, and many 
wealthy men of our own nation, are perpetu- 
ally watching the fluctuations of the funds, 
and prepared to advance large ſums upon any 
proſpect of advantage. For this reaſon a much 
larger ſum of money can be raiſed at any time 
by the ſale of ſtock : and the ſale of any given 
quantity will produce a much ſmaller varia- . 
tion in the market price; and in this reſpect 
I believe the difference to be much greater 
than 1 is at firſt apparent. This facility of raiſ- 
ing large ſums inſtantaneouſly appears to me 
to counteract very powerfully the effects 
of any general ſtagnation of credit, or ſcarcity 
of caſh. The merchant who feels | himſelf 
embarraſſed, either is himſelf a ſtockholder, 
in which caſe the remedy is in his own hands, 
or he can n apply to the ſtockholder, and make 


it 


4 8 7 


it his intereſt to aſſiſt him. It is true be m 
ſometimes be obliged to ſubmit to a conſis. 
derable loſs; but what would be his fitwitich 
if no ſuch reſource exiſted ? The propritors 
of land could give him little affiſtance; fbr it 
is difficult and tedious. to raiſe money oh 
landed ſecurity; and his mercantile con- 
-nexions would probably be involved in re i 


eule with. himſelf. 


Fob theſe Sd, I: im 15 far * i 
ing the National Debt Was a cauſe of our te 
commereial calamities; that I have no doubt 
it had a very conſiderable effect in alleviating 

The font nas by which, a- 
cordin g to Mr. Wilſon, the war has occaſioned 
the diſtreſs of our commerce, is * by de- 
« priving our manufacturers of the French 
* market, of all others the moſt extenſive, 
« and as it had been conducted for a twelve. 
* month paſt, by far the moſt ſafe and lucra- 
ws, tive.” 93 have reſerved this cauſe for the 


$i Tt yr <2 


1 ® Sve Mr. Wilſon's letter, * 16. 


tion. 


— 


4 * 


tion. I admit that the trade with F rance Hax 
long. been an important object in our com- 
merce; and that, though it had once ſuf- 
| Fered a great diminution by the late events | 
in France, it was likely to become more ex- 
tenſive than ever, but of a nature totally dif- 


ferent from what it had been before. It is 


likewiſe true, that the ſtoppage of ſo great a 
branch of our commerce, eſpecially a ſudden 

2 could not but occaſion a temporary 
dexangement in the whole ſyſtem, and great 
inconvenience to thoſe who were particularly 
concerned in it. I believe it was a cauſe, 
though by no means the principal one, of the 
late diſtreſs ; and ſhall have occaſion to point 
out thoſe which in my ee e ; 
with | it. | „ 


But « it ſhall appear that the principles 
vpon which this. trade has been lately carried 
on, are ſuch as muſt have proved highly de- 

trimental to the nation at large, and finally 

ruinous to our commerce and manufactures, 

I apprehend the body of the nation will wile | 

1 Jiogly. acquieſce in the check it has received; 
though it may be impoſlible to reconcile thoſs 
individuals to it who are the immediate loſers, 
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Value. 1 ee | + Vane mM . 
= Livres. | 1. Sterling. 1 2 8 e 5 ; | . pps y Sterling. : 5 9 + | Livres. 
| © Þ . 8 dried Fruits, 1 FCS Fon: || Cottan, lake. eee, TIm-dg 
j. 7:301,000 | 306,708 Salt, Wines, and. .- 19,028,000 |. 792,833 Spaniſh Wool, Ma- | 11,179,000 | Hf 
| | Re Brandy Z Pe n „5 e 


. : l ; * 4 8 's is 
1 * 4 F . 4 £ 
” . 


5 1 SS) =. 


: N Corn, Vegetables, | Ps: 
12,564,000 * 523, 500 Wool, Cotton, Silk, >| $249,000 = 218,708 5 


Cod, Sugar, Cinna- 
mon, Pepper, Wines, 


26,582,000 1,107,583, Brandies, Sheep, . _ © - {| Metals, Leather EDS 


Stone, Slate, Wool, 
Cotton, Silk,  Flints, 
Metals „ Leather 


Salt, Wines, Bran- 


1 3951 46,009 | 1,6 31,083 Cheeſe, Dry Fruits, [ 43.5 55,000 3,815,025 
e [ So b A dies, Cattle * ö 


* „ Hogs, Salt Meat | RE i Os ns 3 
2,298, ooo 5 8 oon Vegetables, Ham | 1,612,000 67,166 Cotton re-exported . 1 85, 0 15 3.80 
| 355 | Oy | Copper, Lead, Cot-" | | : 
YR | pper, a ; 
. 8 54 . — N | 0 3 1 IE ns Ke ; P's 5,000 | 492,291 
N FI” 15 | 5 7 0 5 and Brandies, | 37˙ . Vitriol, Gum, Sal- ((IE 55 
1 C0 95 „„ 5 | | 5 petre, Indigo 3 | 
\\ 7 | 5 1 
„„ | 1] Linſeed, Juniper, 1 5 
6 943,000 289 291 9 See] 31,82 4,000 12346805 2 25 Leaf Tobacco, | | | 126,000 | 296,916 
orien op een, Wines,” rams i e Gall. nut, Ocre, Tur- || i | 
5 5 ey 7 N . | pentine 8 5 ; 
er Dons z Coffee, Sar ON: OY Garden Seeds, Coal, 8) N 


$ 
EE 2 4 ebe Sugar, oi, | ES Ws > 8 = 3 [. 
e e D Fruits, Salt, Al- {| e Cotton ig | 
; 3,020,000 | 1 8033 2 Wines, . (} 69,092,000. 2,878,833 Cork, 250. Y 7,139,000 297,458 
33 8 | 5 93 g dies . - | 4 ; : 5 5 Fe wood, Ho mare 15” - 
1 1 { 5 | bb * 7 4 5 Fg, I 
: I Fro * : 1 2 2 4 „ , 
1,238,000 | 57,583 5 [ont Wines | ada 35 3 1 es 
> © Sh" |» [[Brahdies © > | 5 


} l 2 ; N 7 805 


3 „ Indi 3 | | = 75 „ 08 
Coffee, Sugar, 5 8, 10 o 3315885 Hg ,Dy Tartar, = 35,183 132, 625 


| ga 20 - 388,2 59. queurs, Wines, and, 


Jyru „ ↄ˙· ek 4 1 Vermilion”) 
2 1 . — — SRD dons 55 25 — 3 | —— is — — — f * — 1 — — = 4 + 2 2 hy 
12733 I 7,000 £,304,022 1 5 . 232,201,000 | 9-975 — 2 if 3 363, 00 2,473,454 
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! Bi : Produce of the Soil. | 5 Produce of Tnduftry.. . + Colonial Productions. | Goods re-exports 
19 ——— — — ö — — 
Lain 1 Sorting, 3 Er Livres. I. Sterling. 
- To Europe, 9 0 the e ia 19 4 | 5 5 1 5 
Levant and the United 93778200 390, 583 133,413, 00 3, 5 88,875 156,847; 00 6, 63 51291 
States of America f 9 8 it | | | e 0 
ſia SCE | 690;000 | 28,750 520, 00 21,666 oo Ar Son. 
Africa . R : [ 4,396,050 | - 199,416 7+B73,000 328.02 er anche 
| Weſt Indian Colonies | 22,891,000} 953,70 43,27 1,000 t $02,958 976, ooo Vet 46,666 10,775,000 | 44 
HERE A HET . | 121,669,000 | 5,069, 543 | 185,9774000 Wel . 2 78,035,000 | 3251 
F ee SDS. TH TawL. SL. LE 0 0-IMOES — — — — — 
: * In this 4 are included Slaves fold to the foreign inan, in the "OR In 
Coin ſent to the Levant. | 
FISHERIES or FRANCE | PRINCIPAL ARTICLES or THE FRENCH | 
IN 1787. NOT INCLUDING COLONIAL PRODU 
% $7 et 3 —— + Ila, 3 3 3 . 7 5 3 LEE 23 FT 8 1 = he — 2 POTS OT PLL 
1 N | Li ke wal 7 4 JL. Sterling. 5 0 | | Livres. 2 ig 5 7 | = | Livres. 5 L. Sterling. 
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other countries, been principally ſupported by 
96,770 | 75 Rad are omitted. 8 
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as e he the total deſtruckion af ſeveral . 
of their moſt conſiderable branches. 80 ex- 
tenſive was the ruin, and ſuch numbers of 
workmen were, diſcharged, that more than 
three millions of perſons were in the year 
1790 without the means of procuring a 
| ſubſiſtence. The government were obliged 
not Wo to grant large ſums for their relief 
from the public treaſury, but to authoriſe the 
loans that were contracted by the different 
municipalities an the ſame account; ſo that 
the diſtreſſed manufacturers ſoon began fa : 
1 reliſh patriotic idlenef? and national I. | 


; The leaders of che N Ravin g 4 
| 121 the upper ranks of the nation from 
their conſequence, and ſtripped them of their 


rewarding thoſe who. bad promoted the 
change. The new civil and military eſta- 

pliſhments afforded almoſt incxhauſtible means 
of gratifying their adherents + with conſe. 

b e and Plendour. the more aatrackite to 


1 ; * See the Pilate Vea te PANemblee anita, 
Sag 7% Mode rata by ig nant. 


+ See. Remarks on Mr, Fox's eek at th: ping of 


the 


| Parliament 


„5 %% 

dhe kitizent, as they had been before exclus 
vel reſervel to the nobility. The com- 
mittee of liquidations (which * in eighteen 
£ months actually paid almoſt twenty illions 


ſſterling, ahd promiſed much more) 2 affotded f 


dhe means of ſatisfying thoſe who Preferred 
| ſubſtantial emôlument to vain u parade. ol 15 
| this means a new claſs of conſume 
ereated, who not only found It a, W 
obtain ' a ſupply. from their on belag mant by 
wanufactories, but gave à decided preference | 
do the more faſhionable productions of Eng- 
land. At the ſame time the ruin of ſo man 7 
families in France, and the wants of choſe 
which had taken refuge abroad, occafioried 
che ſale of all their artumulations of moveable 
property. Whatever was choite and valu- 
able found its way to England: pictures, 
jewels, libraries, the collections of elegance 
and taſte, the decorations of gere ee . 
the ornaments of kappier days, N | 


k By u theſe means, though the foutaations of 

national proſperity were ſapped in France, : 

the intercourſe with England acquired” in- EE 
: creaſed „ One ci U „ how- 


— 


(&) 


i E [2949 
ever, greatly checked the als of. ait 


ES, „ La —_— 4Y db — 


ommragdities in ! France. = The exchange 
became, fo _difadyantageous, . in con IC 
be de from France, 


ge ha 


ae 
of the Ks. remittance ces, mad ance 


either by th 10 aoſe who appreher ed their pro- 
the fl. to be 84 inf ſecure | In that country, or for 
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ſupport of 'of the Refugees, and ſtill more in 


-  # Wo « {$04 dd 


conſequence « of. the paper currency Iſſued A. | 
the! French goyernment, that al -imported 
: commoc ies roſe to an enorrmous price in 


4444 


France, While thoſe. of that country ber 
extremely cheap ; abroad.. But this fall of t 


v3#kA v 


e which by its continual | increaſe 
threatened to deftroy 1 the conſumption of all 


E32 4 <4 


foreign goods among tl the French, was itſelf 


491 tn wn dad 


the, object of a very lucrative ſpeculation to 
the bankers of! Paris and London.” As foreign 
bill of exchange 1 were much the moſt con- 
venient mode of remitting any ſum of money 
| rar eſpecially fince the moſt. vigilant 
precautions wers taken to prevent coin from 
being fent out of the kingdom, they were 
_ eagerly ſought after by the French bankers, 


and as their Value was continually increaſed | 
dy this. competition, ſo the competition was 


— 


kept up oy * on the til farther 
e a 


Ke N x * 
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begatted fickle of Meir due: Though 
theſe” Nun. tier be conſidered as 4 


8 = pre ch 


The hiſtory of He Exchange betweert England and 
France, though not properly'a part of my ſubject, is too much 
connected with it to be entirely overlooked. The French 
Ecu de Change 1 is confidered as patling © at par when it is ex- 
| _Uabgelfor thirty. peßce ſterling, (and for that reaſon all the 
rteduiktions of French money into Engliſh, in this publication 
are made at that rate) though its exact value was about 296 
defore the depreciation which took place at the laſt re· conage 
of thie gold, 'when'twetity Roe old louis d'ors were coined into 
tivefity-fix new oties, ſo thdt the prefent par is 289. Previous 
to the commercial treaty, it had generally been above par, 
and daring the American war was at-324, but the balance f 
trade then turning in favour of England, it varied in 1775 
And 2778. from 284 to 29. Aſter the Revolution it gradually 
fell, till in March, 1792, it was reduced to 153, In that 
month the Jacobin Claviere, a banker of Geneva, well verſed 
in all the myſteries of ſtock-jobbing, became the miniſter of | 
finance. The preceding miniſters had collected bills of ex- 
Change upon foreign countries to a conſiderable amount, in 
order to pay for thoſe ſu pplies which the probability of a war 
rendered neceſſary: Claviere re· iſſued them into circulation, 
and thus raiſed the exchange in the fame month to 184. | 
It had declined to 275 when he returned into office, with 5 
. ſuperior / powers, after the deſtruction of the monarchy, on On 
the ꝛoth of Auguſt. He then intimated to the principal 
_ bankers, that the fans culottes were much inclined. to -plunder 
them, and that the miniſtry would not interfere for their 
protection, unleſs they deſiſted from their ſpeculations, which 5 
had occaſioned ſo much loſs to their country. This hint, F 
which they knew could 6a be realized, had its full effect: WE 


. 5 2 
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branch of trade, they contributed to extend 
the general communication detween che thes 


3 countries, | 


| 27 Ya the colnmencengent of the war be⸗ 
tween France and the Emperor, the expor- 
tations from England, on the accounts of the 
French government, were. very large: but 
after the deſtruction of the monarchy, they 
became ſtill more extenſive, and a trade of 
a new and unnatural kind comtnenced,— 
Inſtead of the commerce between individuals, 
which the diſtractions and poverty” of the 
French had nearly ruined, the government 
became the ſole. e and e up 


all ſpeculations were b and no remittances tnade with - 
out neceſſity; ſo that the exchange roſe (notwithſtanding the 
Pruffian invaſion) to 19 in September: it afterwards reached 
20 in November. The apprehenſions of an Engliſn war, 

gat which the. commercial part of the nation were really 
alarmed, and the increaſed diſcredit of the paper currency, 
ſoon © occaſioned a rapid fall. In May, 1793, it was de- 


prefſed to 43. Cambon (the worthy rival of Claviere) 


raiſed it again by procuring a decree prohibiting the circula- 
tion of thoſe affignats on which the King's head was im- 
pPreſſed. This deprived 60, ooo, oool. ſterling of their cur- 
rency of its value, and therefore raiſed that of the affignats 
fill retained in uſe, and, together with the project of bor- 
rowin g e "IP; TY has brought the abe 
io about 82. N 


„ 
our - mantfhures' in unheard-of quantities. 7 
Their demands of tuch articles as their army 
required were without limitation either of 
extent or price, ſo that other conſumers were 
dxiven out of the market, and the whole 
5 trade forced i into their hands. For the wants 
of the French army were ſuch as could not 
be ſupplied by their own. ruined manufac- 
tures, and the expences of their government 
far exceeded the limits of all former prodi- 
Bality. The cloathing only of their army 
coſt in nine months 551 millions of livres, 
. (£-22,953, 333).* Of this enormous ſum 
. a conſiderable part was expended in England ; 
-and the purchaſes of arms, ſtores, and pro- 
85 viſions, were only limited by an exhauſted 
market, and the impoſſibility of obtaining 
farther ſupplies, "Theſe purchaſes were gene- 
rally paid for in money or bills of exchange, 
and frequently paid for in advance; but the 
money and bills were purchaſed by the 
French government of the bankers in Paris, 
and by them chiefly obtained from thoſe of 
| Landen; ſo that Peer circuitous the 


* ber we report of the miner of nan tothe Natal 
Convention, May 25, 1793. 
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hn be, the payment in the laſt | re: 


ſort was always in the French paper cur. 


rency. T bis currency Having n no circulation 
; out of France, and coptinyally J p | 


in value even in that country, the Fren 


bankers did not ſuffer it 0 accumulate in 


their hands; they employed it in purchaſipg 
other bills of exchange, with which they 


_ Hatisfied their . correſpondents. As 


Jong, therefore, as oreign bills could have 
been procured at Paris, the Engliſh bankers 
and manufacturers would have receiyed a real 


and efficient payment, provided . they had all 
- had the ſteadineſs and foreſight | to refuſe 
* allignats, on whatever terms of advantage they 


might be offered. But as the purchaſes of 


| he French government were perpetually in- 
_cxcafing, the balances due to England would - 


have become larger and larger, till no means 


.xemained. of paying them except in, aſſignats: . 
the trade muſt, then have ceaſed, and, together | 


with the probable loſs. of a very large balance, 
haye occaſioned. a declenſion ef. our manufac- | 


- tures, and a. ſubverſion. of our trade, ſimilar 
in kind ta what we have experienced, but 


inſinitely greater, in, degree: for this ſhock 


90 probably have been delayed. till moſt 
I of 


- 


K 


of our manufacturers had been en in 

working for the French market, and almaſt 
all our foreign trade diverted into that chan- 
nel. But it is by no means improbable, that 
the temptation of a great difcount, and the 
hope of being able to diſpoſe of them without 
a farther diminution of their value, might 
have induced the Engliſh to receive a pay- 


ment in aſſignats, particularly when 1 no other 
s de n. | 


* aha 8 ö diſtin- 
guiſhed this trade from any other that ever- 
exiſted ; its rapid and unlimited extenſion, 
its-having the ſtrongeſt tendency to introduce 
among us the paper- money of a foreign 
oountry, and the certainty of its being e 
in a eee Wein manner. 
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The fiſt of! theſe bib affords | 
matter of very ſerious conſideration ; for 
though it be the greateſt of advantages to a 
manufacturing country to have a gradually | 
increaling market for its goods, yet, when 
the queſtion is, whether we will undertake 
_ to ſupply all the wants of a country thrice 
as large and populous as our own, there ap- 


| degree at 


ta) 


pear two cauſes of very xeaſonable; alarm. 
The xyin of our other foreign trade feems 
the inevitable. conſequence, as our commet:.: 
cial capital, which is not capable of ſupply- 
ing both, would ſoon he all — into the 


moſt lucrative; and ag the price of ux pro- 


duetions would be ſo. raiſed. by de competi- 
tion, that, they would find no purchaſers in 
any; other country. The den 8 of: 


a ſtill ae fatal kind, that of raiſing the 


price of all 8 commodities to an intolerable 
Rome. Thoſe Who axe in any, Way 
occupied i in. the acquiſition of, wealth, Ws, 
by. degrees, augment. the pi ats of theix, in- 
duſtry in Proportion to, inereaſed ex- 


 pences of living, provided, thoſs, expencegare. = 
not tog ſuddenly inereafed., But who: can 


fay, i in ſo ſudden and viglent a change as we 


have been conſidering, through what viciſ- 


ſitudes of diſcantent, and tumulk, through 
what clar jours of the ignorant, and outrage 
of the factions, the nation muſt have paſſed 
before. every thipg reſumed, üts leaf and 
that part of ſociety which has not the means 

of incrcaſing their, incomes, is. neither incon- 
9 8 nor. uſeleſs, ang, they | muſt inevi- 
ither h e mu * 


( 5 

ſubmi tted to dhe Hardſnips of want A 5 
gradatioh. Fot theſe calamities, an, extenſion 
of the French trade would Have iH com den- 
lated: and if it is Gbjected. that I am fuppol- 
ing an extreine caſe, and that ſuch 0150 did 
not actually Happen, 1 anſwer, that 1 am 
pbifltinig out the nature and tendency | of the 
trade, the effects which i it did produce i in pro- 
portion to its extent, and which would have 
increaſed with its augmentation.# _ 

"Fheſs reaſons of alarm would have Sallel, 
; fon” if the F rench trade had been always 
carried on, by the Exchange” of teal coin o 
valuable merchandize for our manufatures ; F | 
bit it has been before oObſerv 1 &, that it the 
trade had contitiued; there was A 2 great r0- 
PRIN that uf daufsekürere Would i hee 


* How id an PURE 1 ae have W 
in the price of many kinds of goods, may be ſeen by the fol- 
towing account 2 the ayerage 75 wool | at the interval o of : 
only five months. , 
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been induced | to. accept' the French paper 
currency. This greatly ogy ts 
former objections to the trade, as it ſhews 


that the market was not only diſproportioned 
to our means of ſupply, ruinous to our 
foreign commerce, and deſtructive to our 


internal ceconomy, but that it might have 
become a fi#itious market, unleſs the F rench 


government ſhould be able to redeem their 
paper money. T he improbability of - this 1 


ſhall here take for granted, as it will hardly 
be conteſted, and I ſhall hereafter have occa- 


+ ſion to return to the ſubject. It may be 
| aſked how the mercantile part of the Engliſn 


nation could be ſo impoſed on as to deal with 


i faitious market? I anſwer, that it might 


very probably happen from that ſpirit of 
- enterprize by which 40] men, and mercantile 


men eſpecially, are tempted to venture the 
riſk of loſs in the proſpect of great gain. Mr. 


Wilſon, indeed, thinks that commercial men 


always judge right, both for themſelves and 
the community, though + cabinets are 
governed by ignorance and caprice.”* 1 


> cannot Ae this n but wee that | 


[+ See Mr. wilo Let 19. 5 
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they 
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they often miſtake their own sd and 
ſtill oftener have an intereſt diſtinct from 
that of the public. The preſent ſubject 


affords examples of both thoſe caſes; it is 


well known that mary Engliſhmen, and 
chiefly commercial men, have been credulous 
enough to purchaſe abbey-lands in France, 
and them I ſhall place in the firſt claſs; the 
diſtributors of aſſignats I ſhould rank in the | 
| ſecond. The banker who gives his gold, and 
the manufacturer who parts with his goods, 
in exchange far theſe aſſignats, has no in- 
tention of keeping them, but receives them 
at a great diſcount, in hopes of parting with 
them at a leſs ; he knows their value in the 
market, and that the French government 
will probably not be bankrupt till they are 
dut of his hands; how ſoon: it may afterwards 
| happen, and in who/e hands they yy uw 
885 he: dors: not care. 


1 Ah abs Pinay trade was, as T Riche | 
ſhewn, of a nature likely to engroſs our whole 
commercial capital, and to exchange it gra- 
Adaually for a curreney of imaginary value, the 

only additional circumſtance which the ene- 


- TOO of the Nation could wiſh _y to is e : 


— 


— Ä —_ 
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its:defdlation would be, thht ufſter this trade 
had reached its utmoſt height, it ſhould meet 
with a ſudden ſtop. This Aioumſtunct would 
infallibly.. have occurred upon ether of the 
ſuppoſitions uchich I have ſtatedt H have 
ſnotvn that it muſt have happened if aſſignats 


hat been unlverfally refuſed ) it muſt ald 


hive: happened; later indeed, but not leſs bers 


 raltly; if they hail been actepted. För the 
bankruptcy of the French goverfiment is in- 


evitable acid hpproaching, though if peace hat 


continued and lib intereburſe of the two 


natibns had been open, it might poffibly have 
been delayed till the real wealth of this cou 


| try was idrained away; and the kingdom eon 


verted into one yaſt workſhop tbr the uſe of 
French army. This bankruptey muſt in- 


ſtantly have ſtopped the trade, ard involved the 


whole commercial part of the nätion in ing 


diſcriminate ruin, a ruin tenfold more grie vous, | 


from the enormous profits and extravagant 
hmxtiry which the trade would have produted 
while it continued: Of ſuch a criſis the pre- 


ſent embarraſſmentsafford happily a very faint 
and ſhadowy:reprefentationy' yet ſuch a criſis 
weſscould ohly'havoeftaped by the interference 
of the governnicritito ſtop the trade before it 


S 
been greatly extended; that is, to 0 
THE VERY FHING WHICH THE 
WAR HAS. DNE, and which, Mr, Wilfon, 
_ abhigns as the CAUSE GEOUR amn. 
= „ Slo div banuto n gy] 
Having exàmineda the. cauſeb 1 
Wilſon ates -46jbg-the -oviginref the derange/ 
ment of Sur > bammerees; :gndoNavipgothewn) 
thatnof the tv hich seally-aroſp- from (tlie 
was, Ong duj',x have no conſiderable ſhane i 
produeing it, and the other was the meangge = 
preventing muh! graater evidsy dt remains» fox; | 
me to ſhe i to chat t her cauſs that derange i 
ment might bowing, ant. tow fhr in 
opinion, it realhyr extended. y this means w 
ſhallibe able: lo: judge whether the miniſttix 
ean;; readonablyo be -blamedcon account ofciityi 
and whether, the, public e ta ba 
| alarmiedcat. its conſequences:- pak aſs 
11>} toi iin 36 1701. n * an 1 
ee eee general 1 
of trade, it muſt b e neceſſary to inquire into 
the ſtate of the: country at the time that ſtag· 
nation happened. The ſtate of England for 
to or three, years paſt; has been. ſufficiently: 
firiking;'even 10:3 ſupexficial obſerver. Ib 
pirit ofteager ſpeculation and commercial ad- 


4 24 H 4 yenture 


( | 

7 Wende never was ſo ardent, or ſo generally 
diffuſed throughout the nation. Every pro- 
je& imagination could contrive was graſped. at 
with avidity, and the genius of the year 1720 
| ſeemed to have returned with complete do- 
| minion over the whole body of our traders. 
| r leſs important bubbles, two great 
branches of ſpeculation pervaded every part 

HB of the kingdom—country banks and canals.” 
Il Iam far from denying that banks might rea- 
+} ſonably be eſtabliſhed and conducted on ſolid: 
principles in towns of conſiderable trade, and 
( ſerye an uſeful purpoſe in promoting the cir- 
notorious, that many of them were formed in 
places where the natural circulation ariſing 
from any real commerce would not have 
produced a profit equal to the expences of their 
clerks and ſtationary. Their whole aim there- 
fore was by every ſort of artifice to force their 
4 ov paper into circulation, and to collect all the 
| caſhandbank notes of the country round, which 
they ſent up to ſome London banker, who al- 
lowed them intereſt for their amount, and 
in bis turn ſupported their credit, when their 
bills were returned upon them. From the 
* number of theſe banks, and their ardent 
; compe- 


0 
} 
1 
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ID Lo 
ate with each other (beſides ike 2 
; norance and incap pacity of thoſe who thapaged BA 
mary öf them) they were often great lol s 11 
by ifſuing their” apr upon bad ſecurity; md N. 
lald tliemſelves open (as thoſe who, Have 4 19 1 
tended” conrts of juſtice know) to matiy ride 
culous frauds. They were Hot only int them- 
ſelves a very great branch of beruhe. buf, 

from the readineſs with which they: both 5 gave 
and obtained credit for large ſums of money, i 
they affordedt ah extraordinary facility to every |: 
kind of ptoject; and ſometimies Pros | 
ſuch 4s were neſther Profitable to them feldes * 
5 or 17 to che public, | 2 5 1 ON oy * | 
x Te -Y NAOH C95 ILL on 
K 1 tal Wellicond bel + ki, 
uſeful to trade, o F readily END an 
inland navigation judiciouſſy planned to be of 
| the moſt eſſentiaf benefit to the public. Per- 
haps nd other advatitage can in any country 
equal | tat of an caly water carriage between 
its ſeveral plovideet.” But the canals lately : 
: propofed were not Planned on any general 
ſyſtern ; they were ünconnected ſchemes, 
many of them very injudiciouſly contrived, {| 
RO likely to anſwer any purpaſe of pub- { 
lic utility, It is true,” that thoſe eanals 
ie - . which 
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which are of the greateſt advantage to the 
community, will be i in the end moſt lucrative 
to their proprietors ; and for this reaſon the 
legiſlature, after making ſome neceſſary regu- 


lations, will do wiſely to ſuffer ſuch works 


to be ſtill carried on as private undertakings. 


But of the canals we are ſpeaking of, a great 
number were projected by men who had no 
real deſign of remaining proprietors, or of 
© FE mpleting the work they had undertaken ; : 
r their o only aim was, to impoſe upon the 
ppublic credulity by a plauſible ſcheme, and 


to diſpoſe of their ſhares at an exorbitant 
price. By the arts of ſuch men, the country 
was infected with the frenzy of gambling, 


and a canal meeting exhibited all the extra- 
vagances of the famous South-Sea project. 


8 thoſe 8 who pe” their 1 


ings to their eſtabliſhed line of bufineſs, and 


did not engage in the new projects, too fre- 
5 quently ſuffered themſelves to be tempted by 


the ſpirit of adventure into concerns too ex- 


| tenſive for their e 3 aer indeed 


* « This Swi of the — of money 5 


« ſometimes 


ä to 8 ſpendthrifts. It is 


„„ 
traded largely, who, like ſome of the country 

banks, had fearcely any real capital at all. The 

habit of prodigality, and laviſh expenoneceſ- 


1 attended: that of W 2. hs CY 


Sach a ſlate of things led the way by an 
_ unavoidable conſequence to a ſtagnation of 


trade. The moſt rapid progreſs of public | 
proſperity could not keep pace with the 5 


ſchemes of projectors: and adventurers cou 


create a fictitious capital nuch faſter than real // 


wealth could poſfibly accumulate, In the} 
perpetual ſtruggle of rival traders, it muſt 
neceſſarily have happened that thoſe whoſe 
reſources were leaſt ſubſtantial would be 
cruſhed : and when credit once began to be 
N ERn it would APY occaſion the Go 


: — general through a whole mercantile town, and 
« the country in its neighbourhood. Over trading is the 
& common cauſe of it. Sober men whoſe projects have been 
4 diſproportioned to their capitals, are as likely to have nei- 
« ther wherewithal to buy money, nor credit to borrow it 
as prodigals whoſe expence has been diſproportion 
„ their revenue. Before their projects can be brought to 
00 bear, their ſtock is gone and their credit with it. They 
run about every where to borrow money, and ee n 
tells them that they have none to lend. | 
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%q toll of, all thoſe fabrics: which Wers raiſed. | 


upon its airy; baſis, Interruptions like cheſe 
: tainly have occurred in the moſt 
| floutiſulbg ſtate of public affairs, and would 
have occafioned* many bankruptcies and much 
embarrallment- in the mercantile. part of the 
focicty,: but being unconnected with any re- 
markable eyent, they would. have attracted 
little ngtice, and Produced no general com- 
plaint. But it was. like wiſe evident, that any 
| public danger or alaem, which, could in any 
degree affect the credit; of the nation, qpe- 
| rating zpon fuch a. ſtate, of things, would 
deſtroy the whole ſyſtem of mutual con- 
Menge among ine 7 e on and: 
os” = big : belt! 
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By a ſingular are of extracedinary 
events towards the cloſe of: laſt year, both 
theſe eaufes operated at once to the diſtreſs 
of. our commerce. , Speculation. had been 
carried to the utmoſt height, and reached 
that ſtate in which it muſt periſh from its 
| own, Exuberance. It had been ſo foſtered by. 
the. new French trade, and by an une xampled 
extenſion of credit, that the paper circulating 
on the fanth nn Has been computed | 


(e 5 


at 00 hundred millions ſterling, ten times — 


—_— 


| rent of the whole kingdom. The 
firſt! external ; check which mercantilę credit 
received was by a failure of remittances from 
America, and as it was before unſteady from 
its own magnitude, this circumſtance might 
alone have overturned it, for diſiruſt very 
teadily” propagates itſelf. ' The houſes" con- 
cerned in the Ruſſian trade met, about the 
ſame time, with ſimilar diſappointments. 
But events took place much nearer home, 
vchich widely diffuſed alarm throughout the 
nation. The Jacobin party in France, of 
whoſe views and conduct I have before had 
occafion to ſpeak, began to threaten openly 
to new-model our government upon, their 
principles. At the ſame time, no inconſi- 
derable number here, though I hope not 
wicked enough to co- operate in ſuch a deſign, 


were yet imprudent enough to hold ſuch 


language as indicated no diſapprobation of it. 
The alarm was AF Fr | m— — 5 


AA 
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we knew them to exerciſe at home. A large 
fleet was equipped in the ports of France 
while, we had none to oppoſe it; and though 
its avowed deſtination was for the coaſts of 
Italy, we had no ſuch confidence in Jacobin 
ſincerity as to regard it without apprehenſion. 
At home, obſcure rumours and an ambiguous 
fermentation prepared the public mind _ 
« ome. . ſtrange event: and many of the moſt 
ſagacious and obſerving looked forward zeae 
anxiety to the probability of a criſis in which 
the firmneſs of every lover of his eountry- 
might be put to the ſevereſt teſt, and the na- 
tion encounter a danger to which no period of 
our hiſtory. can afford a parallel. Such an 
alarm as this, whether well-founded, or not, 
1 (which i is not here the queſtion) could not 
fail of greatly affecting public credit. Ac- 
cordingly, notwithſtanding an exuberance of 
trade and an overflowing revenue, the three 
per cent. funds had fallen thirteen per cent. 
before the Proclamation for calling: out the 

militia. ?“ 


* 


* - This, according to "dive Wilſon” s gde of Eo 
occaſioned a'loſs of thirty-two millions ſterling, which muſt 
be deducted from the _ millions _ coſe to > Ihe account 
the war. e -I399 3-251 
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| The deſtruction of bee credit was now 
. Fee and though the actual bankruptcies 
were by various ſhifts protracted for ſome 
time, I believe no poſſible meaſures could 
haye ſaved thoſe traders whoſe capitals were 
nat, proportioned. to their tranſactions. The 
country banks were univerſally called upon to 
realize their paper, which was impoſſible, 


from the diminution of circulating caſh which [ Le 


— nn en A 1 


| they had occaſioned; and the ; greateſt | part of 
them had employed their capitals in doubtful 
ſpeculations. Some of them had attempted 
to monopolize the raw materials of different 
manufactures, and after conſiderablhy raifing 73 
the price by their competition, had now large 
quantities in their poſſeſſion, for which wit 
could not immediately find purchaſers. A 
greater number had eagerly caught at the 
advantage of diſcounting bills, granted at dil | 

tant dates by the African and Weſt Indian 

merchants, from the proſpect at once of pro- 

fiting by the intereſt, and of circulating their 
own paper. With theſe bills they had been 
ſy abundantly ſupplied, and the ſecurity of 
| ſome of them was ſo doubtful, that it was im- 
poſſible in this ſeaſon of alarm to raiſe money | 
on their credit. In this exigeney, the whole 
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-fpftem-of icountey banks us bay ſaved from 


cotah ruin by the imterpoſitioh of the eduntry 


gentlemen, who aſſociated to ſupport the ere- 


dit of ſuch as appeared dc pofleſs/a valuable 


property, capable of Latisfying their creditors 


when an opportunity ſhould occur ef turning 


it into moiiey. The effects of general diſtruſt 
were deverely felt by every one why was under 


dhe lneceſſity of procuring u ſupply of meney; 


for as 4 great fall in the pries of the funds 
ns expected, an conſequently: extraordinary 
profit from the poſſeſſion of any confiderable 


ſium, thoſe who had ready meney in their 
bands were unwilling-to part with- it on anÿů:6r¹ 


offet of moderate advantage. The derms ö 
which che loan raiſe by the gevermmert Was 


concluded, ſufficiently TO uy o n 


e that aer. 1281 
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he Bee 0 dunk of ee which 


bad been ſtudiouſty forced but of circulation, 

_ were now the only Tpecies'bf aper curreney 

- whithi-retained its credit! THey now began 
to be e diffuled, and 0 5 
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been diminifhed go leſs than £7 doo 


12 4 ful 


o ſtefſing-. 15/1) o 
; | 1 2 | 3 „„ 
n 7. | in ; 
KKW 


E 
Ws 4G was drawn 0 out of the Bank, chat i it has f 
been ſaid ſome of the gireckors (not conſidering 
that it was become neceſſary as a medium 00 
commercial tranſactions, in conſequence. of 


= * 190. 8 nb. 
the diteredit of paper, aud that t | e demand 
would ceaſe 7 as ſoon, "Is the c required 
£11 41 ia E i HITS 4 \ : 
fo rinternal circulation was ſupplied), confeſſed 


ſome : alarm for. the credit of the Bank itſelf, 


— 2 


The conſequences of tuch s a confeſſion « cannot 
be Exaggerated and r need not be deſcribe d. It 5 
is, in eec „ probable, that had they, employed 
the ſolid credit of that vaſt eſtabliſhment, 
early and vigorouſly, in ſupport of that of in- 
dividuals, moſt of the eimbarraſſment ſuffered 
by houſes of real reſponſibility might have 
been prevented. e know that it was after- 
wards in a gfeat meaſure remedied by the 
employment of a ſort (about . 2, 50, o) 
fer Which they m lehr Without danger have. 
made themſelves reſponſible upon proper ſe- 
curity, and in the m aladies of credit, above al” 
othets, Frevention is eaſier than cure. 1 
detention of our merchant fleets, and the ap- 
prehenſions of their capture (the only detri- 
ment to commerce really occaſioned by the 
War) contributed to increaſe the alarm: and. 
h uppen of the * with A ” 
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prived thoſe manufacturers of employment, 
who. had been working for that market, and 
could not immediately meet with another. : 
7 his ſtate 96 FUSE was 8 tem- 
porary, for the cauſes which had produced it 
were of a temporary nature; and of all the 
| ſources of our proſperity, that of the French 
trade only was dried up. What equivalent | 
for that we may expect to obtain, I ſhall pre- 
ſently examine, and now only obſerve, that, 
the” total loſs of this trade 5 would ſtill leave 
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years of peace with 8 years of peace with 
| Ameri © 


| 12,675,000 | 16,631,000 / | 
4 13,346,000 13,012,333 | 33:8 5500 16913666 
. e 16,32 5, oo 
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(9 9 
our foreign commerce far more flouriſhing 
h than at any period previous to the American 
war. Our agriculture, the great ſource of 
aal wealth, remained entirely unhurt 
with all its vaſt improvements; ; and internal 
trade, in compariſon of which our foreign 
trade is but a trifle, had ſuffered no other - 
check than the diminiſhed conſumption which ._ 
may be ſuppoſed to have taken place among 
the traders who were diſtreſſed. It was clear, 
therefore, that credit and circulation would 
have revived {ſpontaneouſly after a criſis of 
more or leſs duration, but it was in the power 
of government to ſhorten this interval of 
diſtruſt and Et. and this power it wi _ 
has exerted. By inſtituting a commiſſio 
with power to iſſue negotiable bills on the 
credit of the ſtate to individuals on proper 
ſecurity, 1t has, without the. riſk of loſt, J 5 1 
enabled traders, poſſeſſed of valuable ls 8 


to convert a conſiderable part of their capit 
into Fall. The efficacy of ſuch aſliſtance 1s ; 1 
not to be eſtimated merely by t the ſum, ads ©. 
vanced]; its real effect was in unlocking Pris. 
vate coffers, and bringing to the aid of trade 
the millions that were hoarded in hopes of. 
ſome opportunity of enormous gain. The 
e NM 2 merchant, Ws 


. 


7 merchant, having | a focure reſource in the 


F 


14 offers of government, was, no longer at the 
. mercy of his lender, nor obliged to ſolicit any 
aſſiſtance which was not propoſed to him on 
moderate terms. By this means, the effects 
of the interruption of private credit were con- 
ſiderably alleviated, and by. the ſafe arrival of 
our” commercial fleets, and the revival of | 
induſtry, they may now be conſidered as 
nearly at an end. We may now look with 

| confident hope to the proſperity « of our com- 
merce, which cannot eſſentially ſuffer from a 
War in Which we are maſters of every ſea; " 
and every harbour of our enemies is blockaded 
by an irreſiſtible force. But the moſt deciſiye 
proof how little our commercial greatneſs, 
really ſuffered from the embarraſſments ſo 
much complained of, and repreſented as ſo 
deſtructive, may be 7 in the ſtate of the ; 
exchange. That with Amſterdam in Parti- 
cular may be relied on as a ſure criterion, | 
from the extenſiv: ve buſineſs tranſacted i in that 


capital with every p art of the world, * | Dp 
ring the American 2 


un Lo; 


; war i it fell | to 1 ſuch a degree, 
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The 1 Sink Holland 1s ip Schelling 
and Groots, of dich twelye make one Scpelliegz Thirty- . 22 
| Schelling 


. 
4 


as 3 a 1s . ten per cent. upon 
every remittance from hence, but in this ſup- [ 
poſed ſeaſon of unparalleled diſtreſs it always 

produced from five to eight or nine per cent. 
in our favour; 3 notwithſtanding the ſums ne- + 


ceſſarily ſent abroad by the government, for 
the payment and maintenance of our army on 
the continent. 

W e ſhall indulge theſe 1 with more 
confidence, if we conſider that the war in 
which we are engaged is in ſeveral reſpects 
favourable to our trade. I am very far from 
aſſerting that to begin, or to continue war, 
for the benefit of trade, can ever be juſtifiable 
either in morality or in ſound and rational. 
policy: ; ; but it is eme conſolation among ho. 
many real evils which are inſeparable from it, 
to reflect that one uſual calamity. is in this 


Schelling and eight Groots are given for the Pound Rerling 8 
when the exchange is at par. During the American war the 
rate was as low as thirty-two Schellings and eight Groots : 
for the Pound ſterling : in April and May laſt, when the diffi- 
culty of obtaining money was greateſt in England, it varied 
from thitty-nine Schellings and ſeven en to N Schel- 5 
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tale wanting, the. deſtruction of external 
trade. | | 


The firſt commercial advantage which this 
war affords, is, in common with all others, 
the expences of the war itſelf, Of the im- 
,menſe ſums which are employed in the equip- 

ment and maintenance of our fleets and ar- 
mies a very [mall part only goes to any 
foreign country; the reſt ſerves to employ 
| / our manufacturers and animate our naviga- 
tion. This is peculiarly uſeful in the preſent 
118 inſtance, as the greateſt loſs our manufacturers 
have ſuffered is from the ſtoppage of the 
French market for clothing, arms, and mili. 
tary ſtores. For theſe articles the war has 
opened a new market : the clothing fabri- 
cated for the Sans Culottes will be as uſefully 
1 conſumed by our troops and their allies ; and 

the ſhot deftined to lay Amſterdam in ruins 
may be no leſs profitably. diſcharged REY 
the ramparts « of Lille, 555 


| gr wie You ee, gain almoſt equally cer." 
tain, and much more profitable to the public, 
U a iſe 5 the eſta 7 interruption of the 


That part ofthe tide 
K n ra hich 


e 
, | 15 ; 
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4 
which aroſe from the ſale of the ATE” of 
their ſoil, muſt be diſtinguiſhed from that 
which conſiſted in the exportation of their 
manufactures. In many of the productions 
of their ſoil, particularly wine, we cannot pre- 
tend to rival them; but of their manufactures 
there are only a few, which either are not 
now fabricated in England, or might not 
eaſily be imitated there. The Engliſh manu- 
factures may therefore be expected to get 
poſſeſſion of almoſt every foreign market 
during the war; and to retain it after peace 
ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed, on account of the ſu- 
perior capital employed by our merchants, 
and the length of time it will neceſſarily re- 
quire to reſtore affairs to their former channels 
+ Wt France.* It is impoſlible to aſcertain with 
any preciſion to what amount this extenſion 
of our trade will reach; but it may, without 
indulging too ſanguine expectations, be eſti. } 
mated as a full equivalent for the loſs of the yo 
trade with France. The Levant trade, that 
to the Baltick, and to the diſtant parts of 
Germany, will probably be almoſt totally 


transferred to our merchants, even after the 


* wp Tables II. and. in. 


„ 
teſterntiö of tranquillity, with a very vis 
| ſhate 6f the Italian and Spanifh trade, boch of 
whieh muſt during . war be no nog in 
our 3 „ 

it is ppi 90 ſorne; Mie when the 
paper” money of the French ſhall be totally 
diſcredited, and the national debt extinguiſhed 
by a bankruptcy of the Nate, the extreme 
fearcity of money will render labour and all 
kinds of raw materials ſo cheap in France, as 
to reſtore their” manufactures to a moſt flou- 
riſhing condition- This reaſoning is not 
| wither plauſibility, but is contradicted by all! 
experience. Superiority of kill and activity 
| have always been found much more than a 
counterbalance for the cheapneſs of labour; 
the chief effect of which i is, to drive the beſt 
workmen into ſome other country, where 
khbeir. induſtry is better rewarded. Labour, 
and moſt kinds of materials, are much dearer 
in England, than in any other country of Eu- 
rope, yet our manufacturers are able, where- 
ever the importation of their goods is not 
checked by heavy duties, to underſell thoſe of 
other countries in their own markets. But in 
addition to this conſideration it muſt be recol- 
lected 


3 4 5 
lected that the capital of the French manu⸗ 
facturers will be nearly annihilated, their 


tab. lifhnitn ts and machinery deſtroyed, their 


— 


workmen diſperſed and ſlaughtered by 'my= 


riads on the frontiers, and the whole nation 


corrupted by idleneſs and enthuſiaſm. For 


theſe reaſons I am decidedly of opinion, that 
for many years after good order ſhall bereſtored 


among the French, their manufactures will 


be in 4 very languiſhing ſtate, and chiefly 


confitied to the fabrication of ſuch coarſe 
goods as the genetal poverty will 3 for 


yo home e 5 


Eiche of dur n many ur . 


8 the productions of our ſoil, particularly ma- 
tals,* may be expected to ſupply the place of 

_ "thoſe which before were furniſhed by tha 
French; but this advantage, though very 

5 conſiderable during the war, will not, per- 
haps, be equally permanent with the ex porta- 
tion of our manufactures, becauſe the Freneh, 
after the return of peace, will long have 


| ſearcely any commodities to ns. to any fo- 


7 The French uſed to 8 ſome copper” 705 lead to 5 5 


Italy and Swiſſerlandz which probably was a part of what 
f they imported from Sweden and 3 
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their county. The exportation of metals 
and ſome othet articles may, however, be gf 
durable continuance. . 
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1 ; very 8 death of trade 

CIPY the French will. loſe by the War. _ and 
by which we may expect to profit, is that of. 
their Weſt India Colonies. * This we. may 
conſider upon two ſuppofitions, chat of. the 


"ASS 10 


conqueſt of the French, iſlands, which. i 1 
only very probable, but is to be deſired f 
the ſake of humanity, as "the only means & 
reſcuing them from the deſolation of the moſt 
barbarous of civil Wars and, that.of their - 
maining (except Tobago Which. i N. ae ready 
taken) in: ihe hands of, their preſent wp 
In the firſt caſe, it is clear that wer ſhould 
Wande holger diane of. thein MAYA» 
ing Amdſts whe. hee continent fy kyfgpe 
with their bebe % bis trade uſed 1 to 
return upwards of . 6, , oοο ſterliog 
yearly to France, of which ſum we ſhould 
ain whatever" Hoff Vas derived from 15 
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iſlands which may be conquered, In the 
other caſe, the vigilance of our cruizers, and 
the internal diſtractions of thoſe urhappy 
colonies, will reduce their trade almoſt to no- 
thing. The conſequence of this muſt” be a 
very great increaſe in the demand for the 
produce of our own iſlands, which being in- 
ſufficient to ſupply ſo large a conſumption, 
will be ſold at an extraordinary price. In 
either caſe, the crops in the French iſlands 
will probably be ſo much diminiſhed, that the 
European market will be very imperfetly 

ſupplied, ' unleſs a conſiderable quantity of 
ſugar is imported from Bengal. Some ſmall 
" encouragement from the - legiſlature would 
confine this branch of trade to our own ſhip- 
ping, but unleſs ſome | favourable regulations 
are made, it will, perhaps, be GI * 
; A and a ON ins 29 9255 


It is obvious Fe the Newfoundland fſhery 
of the French will be totally poſſeſſed by our 
merchants during the war ; and in all likeli- 
hood their ſhare of the whale fiſhery, and 
all others not carried on immediately on the 
. of France. Theſe will add a very Va- 
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kable article of our European expartations, | 
and axe {till more important in extending our 
navigation, and increaſing the number of our 
ſeamen. Theſe advantages are of the greater 


conſequence, as PSF Wil. e be e 
i 1. 
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| 1 ; 4s. ly. opparent, chat "a the: War 
the Vaſt India trade of France will be; tranſ- 
ferred into our hands; and it is not probable, 
that as the commercial capital of the French 
will be almoſt deſtroyed, they, will, after the 
 xeſtoration. of peace, find. it their intereſt to 
attempt ſuch diſtant enterprizes,* The French 
_eſtabliſkments on the continent of India muſt 
fall before our troops without any conſiderable 
ſtruggle; and if our government think the 
conqueſt of the ifles of Bourbon and Mau- 
ritius worth undertaking, the forces in India 
will probably require no aſſi ſtance, except 


2 2 fim of war, to accompliſh it. T 


LD * Trade of 1 to India before the t. 


| Imports tc to Fe e Sn France. 
Lieres. 4 L- Sterling. Fo. } J Livres. = Sterling. 
305500, 175 4320 „ 37,439,000 : 1220907 
* See Table IV. Op | 
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"1 mall laſtly mention a trade whichT< can- 
not without regret make the ſubject of com- 
mercial calculation, tlie French ſhare of the 
ſlave trade will probably be added to o our r own 
harge portion. of that traffic. LEE a 


This view gs ie probable increaſe. a our 
commerce, notwithſtanding | the war, ought 
not to a appear chimerical and e as it is 

db 


NIN 


War in which, like the preſent, we were com- 


pletely maſters of the ſea, * and it is the 


more ſatisfactory a as there i 18 nothing f in it i in- 


* 


2 
5 
& 4. 


compatible with our recovering, after the re- 


ſtoration of peace, as large a Thare of the 
French trade: as can be: as Tafe or. e and 
a8 che exhauſted Nate of, that „ n a. 


1 F > od 1) 10 Vo 47147 LI 
3 Account of the Britiſtvtrade during tue war of 156. 


„„ Imports, 


7 111 C3602 hn 
1755 f * $M 8, 722, 0 1,88% 
1756 — 7,967,%%, K 155720, 45 

Mi 8, 8a 75583 111 4 123033;207!Q 
3 27865 e 8,839,522 5 -12,922,809. . 

1759 /= = B,922,090 o_ . 13,947,082 , 

1% %%hc 83G Hy LC 14373955356 © 

1761 5 9,543,896 - 14,872,499 
wa > 8,869, 588 13,845,042 


d 


| 3763 - — 10,471,009 


14,106,000 


I have 


3 
1 
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I have now examined the 1 which hays - 
affected our trade, and traced theni to their 


FW cauſes ; I have ſhewn, that the war had. no. 
"JET" conſiderable ſhare in produeing them, and 


Ai 5 


that it affords commercial advantages greatly 
L 4 | ſuperior to any detriment it can have occa= 
ſioned. But I am not on this account the 
leſs willing t to admit, that if any opportunity 
. | offers of making a ſecure and Honourable 
Worn pʒaeace, our government. ought readily to em- 
/ ＋ | 832 it. Mr. Wilſon and all the diſcontent= 
Tf ed here aſſert that ſuch an opportunity has 
| . 92 occurred, and actually exiſts.“ The 

LL French, 15 tay they, „ ae —_— from 
Eo 7 Be 44 their conquieſts ; the object of che war is 
WY ic gained, Holland is fafe,” But i it is evident 
is Holland i is ſafe 1 no longer. than while the 
French are confined to their own country by 
a-ſuperior force - what ſecurity have they 
given, what ſecurity. cam their preſent go- 
vernment give, that if the combined armies are 
diſperſed, they will not reſume their former 

conqueſts? I will ſuppoſe for a moment the - 
majority of the Convention to make propo- 


fals foran accommodation, and that theſe pro- 


e ee e 


„ 2% 


4 Ste Mr. Wikto' 9 Letters p- oy 
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1 ery of a decree was paſſed by the terrified Cons: 
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polls are ſincere; I will ſuppoſe them to te- 
peal their decrees of general hoſtility, to recal 
their haughty menaces againſt every other go. / | 
vernment, ald to withdraw their armes frond Manes, 
the frontiers ; but what dependafce can be 
placed on the continuance of a power ſo pres N "a 
carious as theirs? The ſame arms of tre 
chery and violence by which they have ſubs ; i 432% 
dued the party of Briſſot and Condorcet, and — 
which in conjunction with that party they " 3 Y 
before employed againſt monarchy, - mx 
from day to day be turned againſt hem by = 1 
other demagogues equally daring, and equallx | 
anptincipled. - Amidſt the barbarous triumph . nel, 15 
ola ferocious banditti over the captive monareſt = * | 
and flaughtered nobility of France, the faction _- | 
of Briſſot uſurped the ſovereignty, With le Swbody 
bloodfhed, but with equal courage, was that 
very faction condemned to priſon and to deatts - 
by their rivals of the Mountain.“ The mocks 


* 


vention voting under the compulſion of le- 
velled bayonets. The ſame wild ambition 
now ferments in minds equally deſperate: 
the n _ are meditated ; wat ſame in 


4 * + June 2, 1793: 


S ſtruments 
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ſtruments are ready for their execution. With 
whom then are the allies to treat? If they 
had made peace with Le Brun it would have 
been ſufficient to provoke the vengeance of 
the preſent. leaders ; if with theſe they were 
to conclude a treaty, the next band of hardy 
conſpirators, who in the ſtormy fluctuations 
of their troublous anarchy, may wreſt the 
bloody ſcepter from their hands, will dif- 
dain their promiſes, and trample on their en- 
. 8 „ 
ing to thoſe engagements, and ende 
of tranquillity, the allies may withdraw their 
forces, and their defenceleſs provinces will 
be open to attack. The proſpect of plunder, 
the enthuſiaſtic zeal for propagating their prin- 
ciples, and the with to divert a mutinous army, 
and an uncontroulable people from civil com- 
motion, by a foreign war, will urge the French 
FIDE: to volhilities. 5 . 
ns conpiny in which every man is a ſol- 
dier, armies are eaſily aſſembled; the na- 
tional guards of Picardy and Artois, together 
with the garriſons of a few of the frontier 
towns, would form a formidable body; and 
„„ 


„„ 

the fortreſſes which ſurround the bons 
of France would furniſh an immediate ſup- 
ply of artillery and military ſtores. On the 
other hand, the troops which are to repel 
the invaſion muſt be brought by toilſome 
marches from the banks of the Danube, and 
the artillery tranſported with incredible labour 
and expence from the magazines of Branden- 
bourgh and Hungary. Brabant, a country 
little capable of defence, would be immedi- 
ately overrun, and ſcarcely could any activity 
of preparation, and any vigour of reſiſtance, 
ſnatch the United Provinces a ſecond time 
from im pending con queſt. 


This would: be Fo: ſtate of Akin: even if 
we could depend upon the ſincerity of the 
government of France. It would then be 
impoſſible to diſarm. Our fleets muſt remain 
equipped; our armies muſt be cantoned upon 
the frontiers, at all the expence of actual war, 
to watch with jealous vigilance the firſt move- 
ments of hoſtility. We ſhould purchaſe a pre- 

carious and uncertain truce, which might lin- 
ger for years, and might be broken in a ſingle 
day, at a coſt whichcan ſcarcely fail to con- 
duct us to ſpeedy and complete ſucceſs. Its 
O2 only 
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only certain effect would be to diſunite the 
allies, to weary them with expectation, diſs | 


tract them with mutual diſtruſt, and exhauſt 


them with expence; to animate the enemy, 


and enable them to confirm their tyranny, as 


far as ſuch a ſhapeleſs pile can be conſoli- 


dated, by the deſtruction of all who venture 


* 


to a them in France. 


But it is bende to inquire 3 an 
confidence can be placed in the fincerity of 


the French rulers. Of this we can only 
judge by their former conduct. We know 


that on the 7th of July, 1792, the whole 
legiſlative aſſembly took an unanimous and 
voluntary oath zo execrate the Republic; we 


alſo know that all the Jacobins among them 


were at that moment plotting-its eſtabliſh, 
ment, and we know by what ſcenes of hor- 
ror they ſoon afterwards actually effected 
their purpoſe. ! On the ig of Wer the 


x« 1 the e Merel members of this Sake ordinar com- . 
time be ore the. | 


« micibn had 5 not pre pared, and even a long 


bd 


"a x6th' of Auguſt, thoſe" decrees, the ſabvation of France, ö 


Ache. ſuſbs alien of tbe hing, of the, conyatation of the Convention, + 


e free eg de were of 
; 5 ; f . 4 he 
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fame year, .they all ſwore fidelity to che 
King; on the 1oth of Auguſt they tore him 
from his throne, and, after the lingering tor- 
ture of a tedious captivity, led him to the 
fcaffold. We know that they aſſume the 
power of ſetting aſide the moſt ſolemn treaties, 
upon ſome pretended principles of their own; 

a claim which, while it is made, muſt de- 
prive them of all right to confidence in 
the general intercourſe. of mankind. Their 
religion, as far as it regards themſelves, is 
indeed a ſubject for which they are not an- 
ſwerable to any earthly power: but it is im» 
poſſible for other men not to doubt how far 
they can be worthy. of truſt, who deſpiſe one 
of the ſtrongeſt ties of mutual good faith. 
The rylers of: France have firſt diſplayed to 
the - aſtoniſhed world, the dreadful ſpectacle 
of an aſſembly of law-givers deliberating on 
the means of deſtroying all mene Other 


ot « the 1oth of Auguſt would have appeared i in the eyes of ka- 
« rope only 4 revolution of cannibals.” 


Briſt à tous les Republicains, October 24, 1792, p. 12. 


Such arg Briſlat's own ſentiments of the means employed to 
brig g about t that famous revolution of which he dan claims, 
| the merit of being a principal author. 5 


5 & = 2 * 


* See the various debates on the national tg nn and 
me! public recantations of the cletgy. 
rec 2 7 
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legiſlators, in every age, have felt that 4 
ſuperior ſanction muſt add its influence to 
human laws, which, if they can in ſome de- 
gree regulate the conduct, can never amend 
the heart. They have delighted to point out 
a cauſe which can animate afflicted virtue 
and ſuffering fidelity, which can prompt the 
| ſecret hand of unſeen benevolence, and appal 
guilt with terrors far more formidable than 
the momentary pangs of agonizing mortality. 
From a government which diſclaims this 
ſupport, its ſubjects muſt look for jealous 
| tyranny, other nations can expect only perfidy. 
But if the overtures of ſuch a power are 
at all times to be received with caution, | that 
caution will be particularly neceſſary at a 
time when it has an immediate intereſt in 


_ - holding out deluſive promiſes. This is pre- 


_ ciſely the caſe of the French government at 
preſent.* To obtain, by a negociation, a 
reſpite of a few months, or even weeks, 
would enable it to ſubdue the provinces 


which are in revolt, or about to riſe againſt 
its oppreffion ; it would probably afford the 
means of pa Ae and ail amang 


» 1 September 1793. 


. 
the allies, and of deceiving ſome of them into 
a ſeparate peace; it would give an oppor- 
tunity to the French fleets to return ſafely 
home, and convey all ſorts of ſupplies to 
their exhauſted country; it would oblige 
the confederate armies to remain inactive, till 
the winter rendered Ny hes nen im- 
ee e 006167 3, OF en 


I hides hitherto yo mans; on a ups 
ſition that the French have really attempted 
to open a negociation for peace; a ſuppoſi- 
tion which I believe to be abſolutely falſe. 
The Convention have ſhewn no diſpoſition to 
recede from any of their claims; and they: | 
| have, perhaps, ſo heated the imaginations of 

a fanatic multitude, that they could not re- 

ceede from them with ſafety to their perſotis. 
The country of Liege, and other parts of the 
Netherlands, have been annexed to France 
by decrees, after the French troops were 
driven out of them. The 121ſt article of 
the new conſtitution enacts, in the bee ſ pirit 
as the decree of the 1 5th of December, that 
% no peace can be made with an enemy Who 
1 is on the territory of the Republic. This 
STS negociate with an enemy within the territory of the 
| republic, 1s forbidden on _ of death * an expreſs decree. 
article | 


(26 
article ſeetns to cut off all chance of alia 
modation; for by different decrees, the 
whole Auſtrian Netherlands, the principality 
of Liege, the biſhopric of Baſle, Savoy, and 
the country of Nice, form parts of the Rez 
public. That theſe claims are ſtill infiſted | 
on, appears by the fate of a+. motion lately 
made to evacuate Savoy, which was rejected 
by a great majority, becauſe the Convention 
owes: equal protection to all parts of «the. Re- 
public. Are theſe countries then to bt giveri 
up to the French before we begin to treat d 
ox, ſuppoſing them ſo moderate as to be co 
tented with the limits of their former tert 
Fitory, will our advocates» for peace pros 

poſe, that Valenciennes, Conde, and 900 5 
Domingo, ſhall be evacuated; in order that | 
the Convention may open a 9 8 
without nen the + A their 4 
ore W 19/0 


„ * 


7 . 8 is of the 3 
may be obferved a peruliar anitnoſity againſt 
che Eng lilo government, not difficult to be 
accounted for, when we: cohfider-how*© bit- 
terly their hopes have been diſappointed of 
inſurrections and revolutions here, and how 


der (ho 110 | ſeverely: 


\ 


| (1115 1 
ſeverely they have ſuffered by the hoſtilities | 
which -they” have brought upon thendſelves 
by cheir perfidious attack, but which fuffis 
ciently ſhews the improbabilit of kheir 
making any ſincere propofals fer peace, and 
affords ſafficient reaſon for that gveinmert 
to be upon its guard againſt an enemy HHH 
never has, on any occafion, ſhewn a Apen 
tion eee ene or eee i 
1 — Anon; Ae dar if ihe French 
can perſuade the Engliſhi nation that they 
are e really; deſirous of peace, they will have 
ſome clianee of effecting theit favourite denen 
— diſcontent againft the go 
and therefore they will not fail to employ 
every artifice in their power to Giffuſe ſeach an 
opinion. To this we mult aſcribe What Mr. 
Wilſon very ſeriouſly talks of as M. Le 
Brun's late application Yor: Peace“ Mr. Wil 
ſon ought in candoùr to have told his readers; 
that this late application conſiſted in à Jet- 
ter publiſhed in an Engliſh newſpaper, in 
March 193, purporting to be Written frerm 
Mo. 1. Bm to Lord Grenville, an ſent by 


55 see Mr. Wills Let p OY ” 
E the 
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the intervention of 4 commercial * 
duch a trick (on whichever ſide of, the water 
the letter really wag written) I; ſhould have 
thought unworthy of notice, if Mr. Wilſon 
had not alluded to it, and blamed; Mr. Pitt 


VMuoꝛlͤth great gravity for paying it no attention. 


Our miniſtry would have done very ill to 

attend to a ſerious application from M. Le 
Brun, whoſe power was then in fact de- 
ſtroyed, and whoſe perſon was ſoon after 
proſcribed; but if he had been ſerous, would 
he have choſen ſuch a mode of opening a 
negociation? The deſign of this letter was 
evident to inſtil an idea into the minds of 
the ignorant and the thoughtleſs, that peace 
was really prevented by the haughtineſs and 
obſtinacy of our miniſtry. 1 8 And had we not 
reaſon to expect attempts of this nature 
from the menace of the French, in their 
declaration of war, to animate the people 
againſt the government by an appeal to the 
Engliſh nation?“ Such appeals the Engliſh 
nation will, I hope, receive as they deſerve. 


Bub: much have thoſe waere to amen 


See hs French e of war among. the nets 


do the Convention, publiſhed by Debrett, p. 163. 


575 | e 1 for, 
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for; who 1 their eule to 
render Galt mating 1 e Ane 


Having: len, FIG little / Mr. Willon 5 
three firſt poſitions are founded in fact, we 
may venture with leſs alarm to conſider the 
dreadful - denunciation in his fourth, That 
an immediate peace is the only means of 
preſerving our commerce and our go- 
vernment from deſtruction.” + Alarming 
it js indeed, if true; for I have abt that 

an immediate peace cannot be made: and he 
intimates, to us plainly, that . unleſs it is 
made, there will be only one alternative; 
the government muſt be overturned, or 
the people reduced to the condition of 

„ beaſts.” This is very terrible; and he 
repeats ſuch predictions again and again; Þ 
„ Abject, ſays he, as the temper of the 
nation appears, it will not, - I apprehend, 
ſubmit to utter ruin; and I pronounce 
coolly, what I have conſidered deeply, 
that nothing but utter ruin can be the con- 
"7 abs * Win s coolneſs is 


See Mr. Wilſon's Letter; p- 59. 
eee Willows Lettery e , 8 
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forething Eke that of Bir Fretful Flagiary ; 
but an Engliſhman is neither accuſtomed, nor 
pleaſed, to hear that the temper of his nation 
is abjecr. However great the danger may be, 
I never before heard it was any mark of an 
abject ſpirit to encounter ruin in an honour- 
able cauſe: but if we had abandoned our al- 
lies in the hour of diſtreſs, if an Engliſh am- 
haſſador had bern ſent to the French Con ven- 
tion, to be the tame ſpectator of their ſove- 
reign's murder, if we were now to falicit à 
precarious peace from the ferocious Danton,“ 
unfatiated with the blood of thouſands of de- 
fencelefs captives, I then ſhould canfeſs that the 
ſpirit of my country was really abject, I then 
mo Moe! to rok ago a e- 
But 
=y e of this man, as bans TRACE! in 
France, cannot be better diſplayed, than by the following ex- 


tract from a letter ;fent by him, as Minifer of Fuffice, to all 
the departments of France, on the. 3d of September, 79 
the day c of the dreadful maſſacre i in the priſons : 3 


. The 8 of Paris haſtens to inform its brothers 18 
« all the departments, that part of the ferocious conſpirators 
conſſued in the priſons have been put to death by the people, 
© an aft of juſtice which appeared to them indiſpenſable, in 
< order to reſtrain, hy terror, thuſt legions of traitors who are 
*© concealed within their walls, at the moment in which they 
< axe gong to march W the enemy, evitbout doubt the 
a & aobole 


* * 
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But aſter that review of the ſtate of our 
commerce, contained in the foregoing pages, 
I apprehend it will not be required that 1 
ſhould oppoſe any farther reaſoning to Mr, 
Wilſon's predictions of its ruin. which reſt 
ſolely upon the authority of his foreſight. 
Vet it will add to our confidence, if we con- 
' fider what heavy blows our trade has ſuffered 
in former wars, and how quickly it has re- 
covered their imprefſion.* In February 1978, 

when we had no enemy to contend with, ex- 
cept our American colonies, it was proved | 


10 1 nation, after the. 1 ſycceſſion of treaſons, by which 
e jt has been brought to the brink of deſtruction, will make 
« hafle to adopt this methad, ſo neceſſary for the public 
-«< ſafety, and all Frenchmen will exclaim like the Parifians— 
a 4 Let us march againſt the enemy, but let us not leave behind 
e us theſe ruffians to murder our children and our wives: 
4 hrothers, and friends, we expect that part of you ſhould fly 
« to our affiſtance, and help us to repel the innumerable legions 
e of the ſatellites of the deſpots who are combined for the 
e xuin of the French. We are going together to ſave our 
country, and we ſhall owe toon tegiery nn, 
ys ed it from deſtruttion.”? 
N. B. We invite our b to have this latter | 
printed, and to forward it to all the municipalities in _ 
IT. departments.“ „ 1 
* See Mr. Chalmers“ $ Comparative Eftimate, i in ch in- 


tereſting work this ſubject is moſt ably explained and illuſtrated 
by a oy variety of ſtriking facts. Publiſhed by J. Stockdale. 


1 that 


681120) 
that: our ſhips had been taken to the amount 
of, at leaſt, (2, 200, ooo; and that above 
£21,500,000 of Britiſh property was detained 
in America, and by much the greateſt part of 

it totally loſt.* Of the ſeverer misfortunes 
which happened afterwards, ' the complete 

capture of our moſt important fleets, and the 

conqueſt of our colonies, I ſhall enter into no 

detail, but merely remind the public, in how 

Mort a time our commerce recovered and ſur- 
paſſed its former greatneſs, after ſuch multi- 

plied and aggravated calamities, e | 


85 ny 67s the 2 555 which the war can occaſion 
to'our government, I cannot underſtand its 
nature, unleſs the French are ſucceſsful either 
in their project of an invaſion, or in their at- 
tem _ to excite diſcontent; and e 


In the war which was 1558 i 2748, * 0 of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, 3, 238 Britiſh ſhips were taken. The ton- 
nage of Britiſh ſhips declared outwards amounted on. an 


| IO. of 25 three MR years of 8 
n ie 8 | | Tons. 

ta. . (34 — —ͤ—æ „ 8 i . 470,941 

on an average of the three laſt years, to — 15,498,121 


'Fhe loſs therefore was more than equivalent, in proportion to 
the extent of our navigation, to the 2 5 of Giggs veal 
A n 60 8 | 
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ſedition in this country; both of which de- 


ſigns Mr. Wilſon no doubt equally abhors, 
and will be ready to e hall His e 
vigorous exertions. died mu (T3630 
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I have now! add: Me. Wilſon's four 
fundamental poſitions, and as it is on them, 
that the arguments of thoſe who blame the 
conduct of the adminiſtration muſt entizely 


reſt, it is not eſſential that I ſhould enter into 


any of the collateral diſcuſſions which are ſo 
frequently introduced, yet ſome of theſe are 
of too intereſting a nature to be totally over- 
booked. The firſt of them is the conſidera- 
0 0 of the reſources of this country. Theſe 
r. Wilſon repreſents as in the moſt diſaſtrous 
Phage He computes that a land tax of eight 
ſhillings in the pound; and a tax upon the 
funds, will be neceſſary for the ſervice of the 
enſuing year.“ Mr. Wilſon is a ſevere tax- 
gatherer; but as I have no apprehenſion that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer will reſort 
to his ways and means, I think it unneceſſary 
= vr 266 een Pen chem; . 
f KY | „ ö 
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{than to remark that the funds ate u ſpecies of 


roperty of a totally different nature from an 
ther. They are a debt contracted by the 
vernment upon conditions. which it cannot 
violate without incurring the diſgrace of bank - 
;ruptcy. The punctual and undiminiſhed pay- 
ment of the dividends is among the moſt 


e 


| eſſential of theſe conditions, and certainly 


could never be infringed in this dountry with« 
was the utter ruin of public credit. There 


may, indeed, be circumſtances of diſtieſs i ima⸗ | 


wh Reg, 3 


gined, which might excuſe, though not 
juſtify, the violation of any engagement, but 
as theſe circumſtances are as yet fut diſtant, it 

is a more uſeful as well as more plealing ſpe- 
culation, to compare the pꝓreſent abilities ot 


the Rate with thoſe which it poſſeſſed on 


former occaſions, whey In-eaentivns have bann 
called wn : 1 703 CIGL: 3 hy Hi 
as a is . ah 8 Salo: a” ON ; 
vernment may levy upon its ſubjects, if the 
income of the nation, after defraying thoſe. 
ſums, . furniſhes a ſurplus to be, added :40 its 
productive capital, unleſs its expences are in- 
creaſed in proportion to the ne income fur- 
nies by this additional capital, a ftill larger 
| e | 
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fuſplus will remain at the next period of com · 
putation: this will again be added to the 
capital, and as long as theſe accumulations 
continue, the wea of the nation will in- 
creaſe i in a proportion perpetually accelerated, 
It is impoſhble to eſtimate with preciſion, * 
progreſs of national riches, , as they ariſe from 
the aggregate ſavings of all the individuals in 
the ſtate: but it is not difficult, by many ob- 
vious circumſtances, to diſcern i in which of - 
ally two periods of time it has been moſt 


| rapid id. If there have been extraordinary ſums \ 


; 


EX pended upon works of public utility, i + 
F 17 0 bridges, high roads, and inland na- 
vi vigations have been improved and multiplied, 
if numerous buildings have ſuddenly ariſen, 


if cultivation has extended over waftes, if 


ſhipping has increaſed, in a manner more Ice 
markable at one period than the other, na 
one can heſitate in deciding,” in which the 
national capital, and conſequently the public | 
power and proſperity, has moſt rapidly aug- 
mented, It will hardly be denied, that all 
theſe ſigns of eminent felicity exiſt in the 
pation beyond all former example; but ſome 
other circumſtances muſt be taken into conſi- 
. eration, to give an A” aan idea of the mag. 
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nitude of i its advancement. If. in Fi, ta . 
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capital has been abſorbed i 190 the TINA of I 
"national debt, it will / the extent of theſe | 
reſources \ of public el and con omy, 

: which have at once. Ra the” one, and 


Ei 11 1925 90,000 were added 0 i 1 5 
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5 14 3 4 
| f Tg In von ſequence, made i in the ſame time t to the 
„ . annual intereſt and charge 0 of the debt, and | 


UE, during the late peace many occafional ex- 
71 - Pences of a large 3 amount Were « diſc] harged, * 
1 . . ; es while 


5 


In addition to the incaegfed . of the national debt, 
many large ſums \ were raiſed during the e Tr for 15 
. poſes of a temporary nature, 5 "1 | 

_ Pebentures granted | ta the -* 
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þ taxes gb . to f ba FI Pe rr. 

S Payments, have | 0! diminiſhed the comforts 

2 | 

+ ons of, the ople,* of injured any branch of their | 
I 1 . On the contrary, it is certain that 
: = in oboth theſe reſpects A great, improvement, 2 
I 2 pul : en bh G abe ef ” IE f 
$ 1 4 75 e 1 

: = he pate _ | Up any; e Jae 

5 7 5 whatever additional, taxes the expences 
1 1 . 2 the war may require, will, if Judiciouſly | 
21 Hected, de no Fee inconvenience. 
2 

: of which 1 — the begining of 1 793 "there — 5 3 

= been diſtharged > RR Fe "Wi 4,0 
* Sen wiſcclancon ſervices from W to 1 1 
$ & n e ee eee ee er 
8 | Arcnaments i 119 7p and 19 1798, Nt, 5 — 41999000 | 
8 ö & | 
2. Fay "ag 

: * I is — to min he fone 9 in build- 
2 Þ ings canals, roads, encloſures, and other internal improve · , 
8 ments, but they are certainly. much greater than in any equal 
2 | ſpace of time. The airy and ſpacious priſons lately erected 
1 | have alone coſt ſeveral. hundred thouſand pounds. The, 
SY : "canals, a ſpecies of enterprize almoſt entirely new, have been . 
J ſtill more expenſive. Some ecircuniſtances which admit” vf 4 5 
8 | n ſtatement, 20 be fonnd i in the e 
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But, Uhetigee of any addition to tlie Uke . 
ſeveral reſources of conſidefablé extent may be I 
xpedcted to ariſe. Of one of theſe the go ern 5 
ment Has already avalled itſelf, in the pa FE 
Kted arial Paymierit of 4500 00 by the + 
Faſt India Com pany: * Another may be e; i 
pected from tlie betet of our Weſt Malt 5 
trade, which I have ſhewn to be in tlie hipheſt - 
degree probable : and of this augmentation of 
revenue, the burden may perhaps Anlvarſtage- 
E 1.3 ouſly be thrown upon foreigners, by with! 
1 * i holding the whole, of part of tht drawback * 
— upon tlie te-exportation' of fiigat, All the 
1 various branches of our commerce will each 
| i LO 8 furniſh its ſhare to the riches of government, 7 
L KEY in proportion to its increaſe; ; and though the 
temporary embarraſfments which” have taken | 
| place this year may occaſion ſome deficiency, = 
we have the utmoſt reaſon to look forwards 
with c confidence to the future. 
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| bable expences Fs A peace -efiabTillenine ups - 
wards of two millians ; and the ſpentanebus 7 
growth. of the permanent taxes, ariſing. from 
an increaſed conſumption; may be anmaally: | 
gi 0 from the ex . of the laſt 
years 


3 "4 29 ? 
yours. at more. than two 9 hunders, the ouſay 
| Pounds. * From theſe he's he 7 es; may 


Judge on how vain a forms dation the fears of 
the .deſponding : Teſt, anc bow. ittle we "are 


THHYY OC 4 Irn. % 28 1 


likely to ſtop. the progrel of our public Proſ- 
derit to Vigalcste ch 


Perity, while 1 we, are armed. 
Tational. honalir, to defend. our conſtitution 


from outrage, to > protect our: allies from deſo- 
lation, s A ind to fa * ae Fr PR 3 AO: TY 
* Europe, TT Sk : 


: 1. 
5 5 z £ " 2 1525 wat 


But lie pie þ the 1 of. the | , 
a may be, dhe continuance < of war iß una» /i 220 
voidably productive of fc ſo. WL evils, that j t 

: termination is the 4 5 object of our moſt 
anxious wishes. and 8 bie of a a Juſtand - 
25 rational uriolity, 5 "How far the views Ry 
France, or of the confederate Powers, are | 
likely to be finally ſuccelsful,”” we have now, 
in a conſiderable de c de , the means of judging 


ven e pre ſent campaign, and 


from the events of 


the ſituation in which they haye placec d the 
Fontending 99 81 In many Wars, after 1 


5 ee and " bloody. conteſt, the —_ 


* bs time of peace” ay ning of the revenue. w 


"ay kappe en daring 4 War, 0 to n ſo he : 
Edfitiend? er = * Lab 5 8 N 5 b bh me | 
dice ex 185 . 
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| powers 3 = found themſelves exhauſted 275 


expence, and enfeebled with mutual flaugh- 
ter, but | in nearly the ſame relative ſituation, 
and as far from the” attainment of their wiſhes 
28 when the struggle began, Not ſuch has 
been the iffu ue of theſe hoſtilities, When the 


| Frepch Convention decreed its declaration, of 


kD, L3: 


war. aga inſt Great Britain, its armies were in 
pot Mon of the whole Dk Netherlands 
Except Luxembourg, of Sayoy, and Nice, and, 
of ane of the richeſt portions of the Empire, 
that which borders c on the Rhine. But theſe 
conqueſts, which might have ſatisfied t the am- 
'bition of Louis the XIVth, formed only a 
ſmall part of the plans of the French Repub- 


| hw * The OT of Spain and of i its colo- 4 
FE dies. 


1 * Theſe plans a are (bus —.— by Kerlaigt: "IE 


L « Afia, Portugal, and. Spain, are the maſk 7 EIN 5 


75 markets for the Productions of Engliſh induſtry. or 


1 We muſt attack Liſbon and the Brazils, and carry ox an aus. 


- liary army to Tippeo Sultan.” 


1 


4 The Republics of Traly PE you maritine prices of wv van 


. % alls Full on the Erguiſs commeret.. 


This equally ſheys the good evil! of Fi rance 8 other 
Kepa bi :cs, and her regard to juſtice, for neither Portugal nor 
theſe ſtates are charged with any hoſtilities, but are to be t- 
_ tacked for the purpole of Uſtxsfiing the * commerce. 


. 


( 

mies, the ſubj ugation of Portugal and Italy, t the 
| moe of Holland, the invaſion of IIs 5 
| 1 


— 


N An . el OR the Erg Eaft Indies, 

% would. at the fame time threaten the eftabliſhments of Hol- 
& land, the important nd 1 Sp the Cape 7 Good 7 rl rg 
0] e e 4:31: .4 on, 9 


"The Invaſion of Spain is is next propoſed, and (fays he) « 60 you 
a ou 78775 to march to Mexico while you menace the Engliſh,” — 


72 «If you puſh the War in e awith wigeur, you will vip 
| « the naval force of the Stadtholder in the bud.“ „„ 


- 


18 By ey 100,000 French: into is Rented ave 3 ter- 
« minate the quarrel, and form with the Engliſh a treaty which 
4 ſhall regulate 127 deſtiny of nations, and found the Liberty 
« of the Mor. < ' Extracts. from Kerfaint's e 


Briſot's . were  exatly fimilar, ſee his Report | 
preſented Jan. rah. 1793- ” 


In his letter to is Conſtituents, 1 he e p- 55 5.— as TE, 
« inſtead of limiting to an ignominious defence they (the 
% Miniſters) had conceived and executed ſome of thoſe great 
«expeditions, which brought all the Kings of the Earth proſ- 
„ trate before the Romans, what a noble career opened itſelf 
eee our on ES. 


He they points out the praclieability of all the: foregoing 
deſigns, with others of a ſimilar nature.—* i= the Nest 5 
Indies, the E g al Colonies, & which it was ſo eaſy to have 
n 2 eee r 4 and Ng „% might have been 

| | R | -” humbled 
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ind the deſtruction of its diſtant poſſellionss 
beſides the complete ſubverſion of the govern- 
ments then at war with France, were all. 

among the intended enterprizes of a ſingle 
ſummer. And though it required no uncom- 
mon ſagacity to point out the abſurdity of 
ſuch deſigns, yet it was impoſſible for thoſe 
who conſidered the uncertainty of all human 
events, and the dreadful conſequence which 
muſt inevitably attend their accompliſh- 
ment, not to look with the deepeſt an- 
xiety on the approaching conteſt. On the 
one ſide there was indeed the greateſt proſpect 
of ſucceſs, from the ſteady efforts of ſo many 
regular and mighty governments, contending 
in defence of their very exiſtence, and ſup- 
ported by numerous armies, and powerful na- 
vies, acting with every advantage of diſci- 
pline and experience. On the other fide, a a 
humbled by the Porte——Your Mediterranean leer, at that tine 
6 TOY could eaſily have 8 the Sultan. 


xn . cies oſe movements towards Ws bs were bound | 
6 to encourage. 


« Such were the projects . men ung familiar awith the 
« nature of republicaniſm propoſed to the Cammittee of Gene- 


* Tal Defence,” See Brifſot' 5 Leuert to his Conſtituents, p. 66. 
Power 


3 
power appeared, unknown in any former age, 
uniting barbarian fierceneſs, and the irregular 
impetuoſity of ſavage multitudes, with all 
the formidable improvements of modern art, 
directed by men who had ſhewn no ſmall ſa- 
gacity in the deſtruction of their own govern- 
ment, and who were known to be under no 
reſtraints of principle in the means they em- 
ployed to complete their victory by the over- 
throw of every civilized ſtate. The leaders 
of the French Republie hoped at once to ſub- 
due reſiſtance by their arms, and enfeeble & 
by their doctrines. The ſame arts of ſubtly 
and deluſion by which they had ſo effectually 
miſled the public opinion at home, were ex- 
erted with equal diligence in other countries. 
Thus were diſciplined valour, and a ſyſtema- 
tic employment of the ordinary arms and re- 
ſources of government, oppoſed to enthuſiaſtic 
rage, to the unexpected operations of fertile 
invention, and to the daring projects and in- 
ſidious artifices of a band of remorſeleſs and 
ſubtle conſpirators, diſpoſing without con- 
troul, of the opinions, the treaſures, and the 
blood of a mighty nation. The object of 
the conteſt was no leſs than the wellfare or 
deſolation of the world. The events of a 
| RY > 7 few 


( x36 } 


few months have happily changed the ſcene. ; 


The allied armies have not only driven the 
French from all their conqueſts, except on 
the ſide of Savoy, but have made a conſider- 


able impreſſion on that formidable barrier of 


fortreſſes which, in ſo many years of fucceſ- 
five victories, reſiſted the. arms of Marlbo- 


rough. The reſtleſs demagogues who had 
projected ſuch vaſt deſigns, have, by their own. 


-inſtruments of evil, been driven into exile, 
or dragged to public execution. The fleet of 


France has only appeared by ſtealth upon the 


Rean, while her richeſt colonies have become 
the prize of her antient and dreaded rival.“ 
Her ſhips and dock yards have been the prey 
of flames, and in her cities the barbarity-of go- 
vernment has completed the unfiniſhed ravages 
of war. After the moſt violent exertions of 


the ruling power, after reducing provinces to 
a deſert, and ſhedding torrents of blood, "Ty 


volt al rages noſgbducd,. 


* 


* See the roads operations of the Frenh 4 in Brit. 


ſot's Letter to his Conſtituents, p. 51, &c. —30 Ships of the 


line were to be ready in April, more than 50 in July, fleets to 
be ſent to the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, &c. England, he ob- 


| ſerves, did not begin to arm fill three monthi after: 86. 


+ Lyor ons and Toulon, 
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« Yee,” as the republican government fiſt 
continues to maintain itſelf in France, and. 
even to oppoſe a menacing aſpect, and a tre- 
mendous force to its numerous enemies, it is 
neceſſary to inquire into the means Which it 
has employed, and the reſources which re- 
main to prolong its reſiſtance. On the firſt 
it is eaſy to form a judgement, on the "ſe. 
cond. it is neceſſary to ſpeak with diffidence 
and caution, as experience gives us little 
aid. The party of Briſſot which remained 
in power when the 1 war began, depended for 
all their exertions on the emiſſion of paper- 
money. While this could be introduced 
without much depreciation into commerce, 
the French republic was enabled, without 
impoſing any burthens upon the people, 
to pour forth its armies in irreſiſtible” mul- 
titudes, and to increaſe its expences almoſt - 
beyond the powers of  arithmetic.* Laviſh 
for the preſent, and'utterly regardleſs of all 
future conſequences, it diſplayed a brilliant 
but ſhort-lived . greatneſs. In the beginning 
of 1 * 179 3 8 bn ee filled | 


. 


* 


4 Briſſot computes. 1 8 added in 18 Months, : 
livres 3,000,000,000. (140 millions ſterling to the amount of 
EH] ; Paper in ee L.etter to his Conſtituents, P» 88. 


every 
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every channel of circulation, and che at- 


tempts made to diminiſh its quantity by in- 
troducing it into foreign countries, and by 
promoting the als of the confiſcated lands, 
produced no conſiderable effect. The war 
with the maritine powers contributed to di- 
miniſh its value, which ſunk ſo rapidly, that 


te extraordinary expences of the month of 
May alone amounted to upwards of thirteen 
millions ſterling. The apprehenſions of a 


total and immediate deſtruction of its curren- 
ey, obliged the party (called the Mountain) 
Which had forcibly ſeized the government, to 


adopt meaſures, congenial to their diſpoſitions, 
of undiſguiſed violence and open bankruptcy. 


A decree was paſſed forbidding the circulation 
of ſuch afſignats as bore the effigies of the 
late king, but permitting them to be paid 
in taxes and in purchaſes of the confiſcated 
lands. This decree, which was a direct a&t 
of bankruptcy, had the evident effect of 
annihilating the little revenue which was 
left, as all the taxes would certainly, be 
paid in a currency which was of no other 


uſe; but by deſtroying the value of 60 mil- 


lions ſterling in paper-money, "IC reſtored 
and credit to that Which was left. The 
conkiſcated 


. 

confiſcated lands which might be purchaſed 
with it, though of immenſe extent (for they 
have been ſuppoſed to amount to one-third 
of the kingdom!) were of little value to the 

government which had neither been able to 
enforce the payment of any rents, or el late 
| 8 find eee for 25 __ of them.” 7 


Othe 5 of a Em batiite were 
purſued; ; the dividends of the public funds 
were ſuſpended in almoſt every inſtance, 
either as belonging to foreigners at war. with 
the ſtate, or as a contribution to the public 
ſervice.* | All property belonging to thoſe fo- 
reigners was confiſcated, the ſubjects of France 
were forbidden to anſwer the demands of their 
correfpondents, and enjoined, under the ſe- 
vereſt penalties, to bring home whatever pro- 
perty they had ſecured in other countries. 
A loan of forty millions ſterling was impoſed. 
| by a progreflive aſſeſſment, ſo calculated as 
nearly to effect a general equalization of pro- 
perty. That .no criterion might remain. 
to eſtimate the depreciation of affignats, and . 


* The Geet of the public funds in e was POO | 


by Chabot, March the 34, 1793 at livres 3678441947 7. ſter- | 
lng I $1326, 88 | 
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o ſubſtitute for their uſe, the circulation of. 


old and filver was prohibited. The pre- 
ious metals were ordered to be collected 


| for the public ſervice, the agents of the 


government ſearched for them throughout the 


country with inquiſitorial rigour, and even 
proceeded to the laſt extreme of unreſiſted 


. 


tyranny, that of putting their innocent ſub- 


jects to the torture, in order to oblige 6 den to 
ee hci rr stef Bra ads b 


* 


® Theſe 3 have been made 0 * the 1 —. 3 
Iztionary army, accompanied by a moveable guillotine for the 


| purpoſe of collecting money, and all ſorts of proviſions and 


neceſſaries for the army. Their mode of proceeding may be Y 
learnt from the W account : : | 


. & Tn the firſt days of Brumaire laſt; (the end of Ofober) 
& ſeveral accuſations were made againſt an armed force call- 
« ing itſelf revolutionary, commanded by Turtot, Aid-de- 
* Camp to General Henriot, and ſaid to act under the orders 
&« of Maillard. (Henriot is commander in chief of the Nation» 
< al Guard of Paris, and Maillard a leading member of the 
Commune.) The Communes of Thieux and Tully, and a 
© number of others in the diſtrict of Meaux have been the vic- 
« tims of their depredations. In that of Corbeil, the fame 
« crimes have taken place, but with ſhocking circumſtances. 


The gth of that month (October 31, a detachment of 25 


% men, making a kind of advanced guard, calling itſelf a part 
"6 of the revolutionary army, entered at 10 at night the houſe. 
„of citizen Gilbon, a farmer of St. LG near Corbeil, father 

x Fo. 0 of 


? 
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By means fuch as theſe, the _—_ fr 2 
France have collected a very conſiderable ſum 5 
of money which is carefully reſerved for the 1 


purchaſe of foreign ſupplies, while every in- 
ternal expence is defrayed i in 8 gnats; and 
notwithſtanding meaſures ſo oppreſſive WH, 
been taken to 0 keep gd their, value, the quan- 


«of fix children; and 71 10 of age. The chief of the band 


« haying. ſurrounded the houſe, with a piquet of fifty men 


* compoſing his reſerve, aſked for the maſter, obliged him te 
« get up, and demanded. his arms. His wife gave up a fowl - 
ee ing piece, the only weapon in the houſe. They then ſeized 


L the old man, beat him, bound him hand and foot, and put 


« his bead into a ſack. His wife and two female. ſervants. 
© were, treated in the ſame manner. They took his keys; 
4 broke his drawers open, and took ſeveral trinkets. They | 


c then aſked Gilbon, <vhere is thy money? If thou doſt not de- 


6 clare, the: Guillotine is at the door,——Gilbon begged to be 
« unbound to give it up; but they carried him to the fire, and 
40 placed thy, ſoles of his feet on the burning « coals. Theſe villains 


4 broke open the preſs pointed out, and carried off 7 2 livres : 


. eee e ee e 


tte Rt 


e add, citizens, (aid! Lecointre; who OE he 
« proofs of this tranſaction) that the terror is ſo great in the... 
4 country, THAT THE VICTIMS WHO SUFFER Op- 


« PRESSIONS OF THIS. NATURE, DARE NOT COM- 


< PLAIN, . (be they, ) as haue efaped death. 


A _ Gazette Nationale, December i ;th.. 20 
| Thin urge was referred 10% rommines and per mere ine | 


quired into. 


2 


5 „* ; 1 * 
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1 
tity iſſued by the reafury : is more enormous 
than e | | 


PR Os 

> * 

- „ 

\ 


The ſame nn which N yg ma- 
nagement of the F rench finances extends itſelf 
into every department of the government. To 
deſcribe i its horrors would be eaqually a pain- 
ful and an unneceſſary taſk, for it oſten- 
tatiouſly diſplays the moſt atrocious autrages 

againſt humanity and juſtice, as if it glo- 
ried in the deteſtation of mankind. | Fear 
is the only principle by which it rules,” anda 
government armed with ten thouſand daggers 
and as many guillotines, is undoubtedly very 
| capable of inſpiring fear. But it is difficult 
to conceive that any terrors can induce a 
whole nation to ſubmit to be Kripped of all 
their property,” and 0 riſque their lives at 
the command of {elf-created deſpots. +. Even 
if ſubmiſſion is unbounded, the reſources of 
muſt ſoon exhauſt _ themſelyes. 


The monthly a, feli of the French revenue is about 
12 millions ſterling. 


3 The price of alt e ee Gale dard 5 5. and 
paid in a papet Which is accumulating to a degree that will 
5 ſoon render it no longer a ſign of value, a virtual enen 
| of all property has taken place. 


CS: | - 5 * 


- % - 
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Laden muſt ceaſe, where its ing; ü 
principle of property, is deſtroyed. Every 
production of human art, the offspring of "= 
induſtry,. muſt periſh with its parent. The 
elegancies and comforts of civilized life are 
already loſt in France, the mere neceſſaries 
of animal exiſtence are becoming ſearce, i 5 | 


den will diſappear. 


The object of the government is to form 4 | 
people completely military. For this pur- 
poſe, the whole nation has been ordered to 
take arms, and vaſt multitudes have been 
moved to the frontiers by the allurements of 
immenſe diſtributions of Agnats, or the 

-. dread of rigorous puniſhment.* The im- | 
979, HR Witte e 


* Refolution of the PROTON of Herault, approved by 
_ the Na ent. Septamper 20, 1793. 


j 


„ All hk and mothers ſhall be bound to declare the 20 
e place of abode of their children, ſummoned 1 requi- | 
* fition, | 5 


— 


10 E are forbidden to barbour or conceal ay of thoſe 5 
5 young men. | N 


ey © The ns ſhall be bei to a all 190 
60 who Hall m_— to them to have been put in requiſition ; to 
Sb " lodge 


„ 
pulſe of e immenſe bodies, el 
with the hopes of plunder, and the intoxica- 
tion of ſtrong liquors, has in ſome inſtances 
produced a conſiderable effect. But the dif- 
ficulty of procuring ſubſiſtence, which never 
fails to impede the operations of very nume 
rous armies, muſt act with peculiar force 
againſt theſe unwieldy maſſes, untrained to 
ſubordination, and incapable of a regular 
ſyſtem of ſupply. Their efforts muſt be ra- 
pid and deſultory, and every movement they 
make muſt contribute to render all future ex- 
ertions impracticable by exhauſting the pro- | 
vinces through which they paſs. It is not 
probable that this ſyſtem of violent enroll- 
ment can ſurvive the ruin of the French 
finances, by the profuſion. of which it has 
hitherto been ſupported.* | But even if the 


lodge them in a gaol, if they endeavour to gh from the 


wo; ' decree of requiſition, fort os ritt Gi 0 ob 


6 agy 


© The municipalities. ſhall be hi upon their reſpon- 
" fibility to make damiciliary wiſts tavice: a. en 8 order to 
66 diſcover deſerters.” 35358 


| *The French a armies ſince the revolution have e 
j | _ conſiderably more than double their ancient pay, and having 
arms in their hands, know very well how to enforce the law 
az | which fixes the hat commodities: i 11 wi tilts oft tk 


VCC LY ; ardent 
* 5 - 4 
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ardent zeal of the French armies is ſuppoſed, 
to” ſuperſede the neceſſity « of pay, it eannot, 


. 13 — 


ä rift the im reffions of immediate diſtreſs. 
A country in which induſtry 1 1s oppreſſed by 
| rapine, will ſoon ceaſe to produce, prey, for 
its ſpoilers, and the miſerable reſources, of 
fraud and pillage will very feebly aſſiſt the. 
government in e to regard fo- 
.  ſupplics.* „ i 

The diſaffection of 17 military Soong 5 
whether it ſhews itſelf in in che form of ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the confederate powers, or of an in- 
ternal declaration in favour of Ro oyalty, muſt . 
be equially deſtructive to the preſent ſyſtem of 
_ democratic tyranny. That the rulers are not 
without apprehenſions of it, appears not only 
from the Jealouſy ſhown of the inhabitants of 


„ 


F Ws ! F 


15 ; 

tion to dete the forc E : of all the great provin- 
_ cial « cities; ; two have been ordered to, be. razed , 
to their foundations, | others haye been dub 


£33453; 1 613 · . ST 


The lateſt accounts from France give reaſon tö appre· 
hend a general famine this year, as it is ſuppoſed that the 
proviſion of corn is not ſufficient. to laſt beyond March, and, 3 
the conſumption is very great, owing to the abſurd law for re- 
gulating the Eh of neceſſaries and the wauts of the ar- 
mies. 


. 10 "bs i 


dued 
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dued by maſſacre and —— — 8 * By this 
means they hope to deſtroy the ſeeds of ; any 
oppoſit tion to the power of Paris on which 
their own dominion is eſtabliſhed. But the | 
reſources of Paris, though great, are not in- 
exhauſtible, and have long been drained by 
the moſt rigorous oppreſſion : and a capital 
which derives its ſubſiſtence from the rapine 
of the revolutionary army, cannot long hope 5 
to be ſecure from want; its ferocious and 
deluded populace will then become the terrible | 
miniſters of vengeance on thoſe leaders who 
have ſo long been the inflamers of their paſ- | 
| ſions, and the infligitors « of their crimes. 5 


＋ 
* 


% 


But ſome perlons are apprehenſive, 5 1 
more affect to be ſo, that the reſources of the 
allies will be exhauſted before theſe changes 
can take place. Thoſe of our own, nation 1 
have conſidered. The Emperor, the prin- * 
cipal of out continental allies, though ſtill 
eee by the expences of the Turkiſh 
ar, poſſeſſes the means of exerting! a pro- 
Bion force. The Auſtrian” troops are 
* qually numerous and hardy, and are accuſ- 1 
* TEL * urdeaus, N Marſeilles Straſbourg, Nc. T7 
M. 2 ie fo 
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tomed to ſerve upon a very trifling g pay. An 
ine xhauſtible fund of recruits may be drawn 
from Hungary, and the Sclavonian regions ; 
and the expences of ' conveying the heavy 
artillery to the ſeat of war, having been once 
incurred, will not require repetition: nor are 
his finances, though ſo contemptuouſly 
ſpoken of by Mr. Wilſon, by any means in 
an alarming ſtate; * his revenues amount to 
about . 9, 2 50, oo ſerling, and in 1788 were 
only <hatged with a debt of C, 22, O00, oOo. 
He may'1 therefore be confidently ſaid to have 
much greater pecuniary reſources than any 
of his predeceſſors ever had, except the late 
Emperor, oſeph, i in the ARE” i hob 115 
reign; 5:77 Aang 5 | | 
oth ki of Pruflia is ketidwei to alte) kis | 
expences from the | treaſure accumulated by | 
the late king; and therefore not to have im- 
mediate" occaſion to reſort to taxation, or to 
. loans. : 


i Wilſonſays that the Emperor gives nine per cent. for 
| the money hegoorrows ; where he gets his information I do 4. 
not know. all: the loans I am acquainted. with have been 
made at the intereſt of 4} per cent. de principal to be paid 1 
ten years 1 inn j us 


foal eſs 3 
1 241%, 39 


* 
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"he Dutch Oe" though: heavily. tixed, 
is able to raiſe large ſums on very. eaſy terms, 
from, the e extent got its commercial 
1 5 "EH af Ledige . n 6 aint 
ſmall, neceſſarily requires ſome pecuniary 
affiſtance, which will be thought very wiſely 


; | afforded if we conſider the great. advantages 
| . which may be deriyed from a vigorous em- 
1 ployment of his: forces. His dominions 


compriſe, the principal paſſes of the Alps, 
and baye, al ways been conſidered as the key of 
Italy, a.country,, the pillage of which would 
afford great reſources to the French ravagers, 
and which could not oppoſe à very effectual 
reſiſtance, to an invaſion z while from their | 
proximity to the ſouthem provinces of 
France, they, afford every advantage to any | 
enterprige which mY; be underaken —_— 


RS - - 


them. : aol. 


I have. now., ad to mention the xeſotrees 
/ of Spain, Which, both itt reſpeck tc Kinaiice, 
ä nd. t military 4 and naval, force, are known n 


244 i LY 


| to be in a ſtate more proſperous - ler 


* -. 
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country has experienced for many. genera- 


Thus I have ſhewn that the war, far from 
being cauſed by -the ambition and reſent- 
ment of the Engliſh cabinet, is ſolely to be 
aſcribed to - the reſtleſs machinations. and 
violent aggreſſion of the French. Forgeifi ul 
of ancient animoſity, all parties here con- 
curred in the ſincerity of their wiſhes for 
the liberty and happineſs of their rival 
nation, however they might differ in their 
judgement of particular characters and mea- 
ſures. Amidſt the weakneſs and diſtractions 

of the French, the name of England was 
never heard but as the refuge of miſery, the 
compaſlionate protectreſs of affliction and 
diſtreſs. 5 


1 BK ſheun that A <vils po 
e to the war, have either no real 


exiſtence, or are derived from other cauſes; 


and that none are to be apprehended capable 
of materially affecting the public proſperity, 4 


which, in times of real danger, has riſen 
ſuperior to ſo many calamities. I 5 


che wn. that the preſent conteſt is likel 


TL 
ſhort, and that the nation may Jook forward | 
with confidence to a ſituation ſtill more flou- 


3 riſhing. 


But it muſt never be forgotten, that the - 
baſis of all our welfare is a conſtitution 
which enſures public tranquillity, and pre- 
ſerves the rights of property and perſonal | 
liberty inviolable. If this is injured by the 
wild attempts of innovation, that proſperity 
may be deſtroyed, which has neither decayed 
by the lapſe of ages, nor been, ſhaken by the 
ſtorms of war. The ſpirit of our laws, dif- 
fuſing equal protection over all, has animated 
induſtry with elaſtic vigour, and fanned the 
| brighteſt flames of genius. This venerable 
- depoſit, guarded by the wiſdom and patriotifm 
of our anceſtors, is now committed to our 
care, and we are to determine for ourſelves 
and our poſterity, whether it is more glorious 
to remain the genuine countrymen-of Alfred, 
of Newton, and of Locke, or to bow in the 
French Pantheon among the 2 2 8 ol 
| Roufſeau and Voltaire. 1 | 
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IG DID | not 1 it : adviduhls i to interrupt 

the narrative of the events which occa- 
;iened, the war between France and Auſtria, 
by an account of the negociations that were 
carried on between thoſe powers; but as they 
tend to illuſtrate the ſubject, I have added a 
how ee of chem by way of appendix, | - 


a this txpathe X Weſtphalia, f 3 * 
"ah 24th, 1648, the ſovereignty of Alface, 
- and part of Lorrain, is ceded to the crown of 
- France ;*. but the rights and poſſeſſions be- 
: longing to ſeveral Princes of the empire in theſe | 
countries are guaranteed to them in the ſame 5 
manner as s they 1 were enjoyed before the war 


2 


5 See the treaty of Weſphli, articles ferenty-one and - 
 ſeventy-three, 15 


(8150529 = 
then concluded.* The decree paſſed 3 the 
National Aſſembly of France, on the 6th of 
Auguſt, 1789, and f the ſubſequent decrees 
for aboliſhing feudal and manerial rights, 
which was the nature of moſt of theſe poſ- 
| ſeſſions, were carried into immediate exe- 
cution, as well with regard to the poſſeſ- 
ſions of thoſe princes, as to thoſe of the ſub- 
jects of France. The princes who were 
aggrieved, applied for the protection of the 
Emperor, who wrote to the king of France | 
on the ſubject, December 14, 1790. The 
French government refuſed to reſtore the 
rights claimed, but offered to enter into a ne- 
gociation for the purpoſe of ſettling an equi- 
valent. This was deemed unfatisfactory by 
the German princes, who inſiſted on preli- 
minary reſtitution, The fubje& was in con- 
ſequence referred to the diet of Ratiſbon, by 
an Imperial commiſſion, dated April 26, 
1791. The 6th of Auguſt, in the fame year, the 
diet came to a reſolution to demand the exact 
8 obſervance of the treaties, and to requeſt the 
us eee the princes of Wirtemberg, article thirty- 
three, and the biſhops of Straſbourg and Baſle, and ſeveral 


other princes, ſpecified in article ninety-two. See alſo the 
third, eighth, eleventh, and thirteenth articles of the N 


'® of Riſwyck, September 2oth,. 169). | 
4 15 Emperor 


4. 46. 3 

Emperor to enter into ſuch negociations as he 
might judge ad vi ſeable for that purpoſe, and to 
take the meaſurys neceſſary for re-eſtabliſhing 
good order in the different circles, and of pro- 
viding them with a reſpectable force.“ The 
Emperor  ralffirned a civil anſwer, October 
23d, to the notification ſent by the King of 
France of his acceptance of the conſtitution, 
and took no ſtep in conſequence « of the reſolu- 
tion of the diet, till December zd, 1997. 
He then wrote a long letter to the king of 


France, to inſiſt on the literal obſervance of 


the treaty of Weſtphalia, making at the ſame 


time the moſt amicable profeſſions. In the 
mean time the French having aſſembled a 

conſiderable army on the frontier, threatened 
the Electorate of Treves with an immediate 
attack ; Prince Kaunitz ſignified to the French 
ambaſſador at Vienna, on the 21ſt December, 
1591, the Emperor's reſolution to protect the 
Elector, provided he diſperſed the bodies of 


armed e in his dominions. On the 


5 The fourth article of this 3 NES notice A the | 
difficulty of negociation, ariſing from the captivity of the 
King of France, who was in cloſe confinement at Faris. 1 


\'s 


For the 1 of Pini, which was iſſued | in the mean 
. time, ſee p. 36. 


Sth 


3 
4 
Y 

4 

A 
+ 

A 

3 
27 

os 

* 

7 

. 

5 
4 
LF 

4A 

* 

tt 

o 
4 
4. 

Til 
2 

? 

* 


4 5 
[ 
1 
U 


4 


E 


ASAP 


wi th of AU oe 


( 1532 ) 
6th of January, 1792, M. de Leſſart, the 


miniſter of foreign affairs, announced to the 
National Aſſembly the willingneſs of the 


Elector of Treves to give ſatisfaction to the 


French government: yet on the 26th, Ja- 
nuary, the National aka oe, oo 


Ts dee noir 8 


973 The King ſhall be invited 5 A e e 
to declare to the Emperor, that henceforth he 
can only treat in the name of the French na- 


tion, and in virtue of the power delegated, to 


3 


um by the conſtitution. LDL oat 
71 The King mall 5 5 demand 
of the Emperor, . whether as chief of the 


houſe of Auſtria he means to live in peace 
and good intelligence with t the French nation, 
and whether he renounces 
convention directed againſt the ſovereignty, 
the independence, and the ſafety of the 


| nation. 


every treaty and 


«HE "The N hall be invited to declare 


to the Emperor, that on his failure to give to 
the nation before the 1% of next March full and 
entire . on the points, abov ementioned; 


hIs 


: (39 
bas filence, a as well as any evaſive and a 


. (=p will led conf idered asa ACT urn 27 
| "tack The King. ſhall be ig 0 to continue 
10 take the moſt ſpeedy meaſures that the 


French troops may be in readineſs to take the 
Held on the firſt ores, 


To the 1 ee made in conſequence 
if the decree by the French miniſter at Vienna, 
Prince Kaunitz returned on the 19th of Fe- 
bruary, 1792, an anſwer. of conſiderable 
length. He firſt ſhews, that the orders given 


to Marſhal Bender to defend the Electorate of 


Treves, if attacked, had no purpoſes hoſtile to 
France, as they were confined to the caſe of 
complete ſatisfaction to 
the French gov Kament with regard to the 
diſperſion of the emigrants. He. then ex- 
plained the nature of the declaration propoſed 
by the Emperor to ſeveral other monarchs 
e the impriſonment of the being of 
France. x Ie declares that ſince the royal 
family were releaſed, and the ro e 


* This 3 which is  inferted at 0er is the fame 
Þ n as that 8 Pilnitt. 


( 2154 ) | 
reſtored, the concert of the Emperor, and 
other powers, has only ſubſiſted eventually, in 
conſequence of the appearances of diſorder, 

+ which gave occaſion to apprehend a return of 
the ſame dangers to the king and his family. 
He attributes theſe dangers to the influence 
and violence of the republican party, which 
he charges with an intention of forcing their 
country into a war, as well as of inſtigating 
revolt in the Netherlands and other \ſtates.* 
my concludes with expreſſions of the Em- | 


Whether Prince ker was a may "bs known 
from the declaration of Briſſot, chen a N leader i in the : 
Convention: | | 


5 


oy They 8 me tis bas the wart yo 1 1 | 
out the war royalty would ſtill ſubſiſt! and without the war 
we ſhould be covered with | ignominy ! and wirhout the war 
A thouſand talents, a thouſandWirtues, would not be un- 
„ folded! and without the war, Soy, and ſo many other 
countries, whoſe chains are falling off, would not have 590 | 
« their liber by 5 | | 
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FBriſſot à tous les — 7 8. 
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© Vi ad ed 5 think before the roth 
of Auguſt, men, who wiſhed for liberty, not only for their 
4 own country, but for all Europe? They believed that they 
cid generally eſtabliſh it by exciting 'the governed againſs 
he governors, by letting the people ſee the facility and the advan. 7 
tages of ſuch inſurrefions." _ 

Erler to his Conflituents, p. 75 pull 2 by 5. w . 
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Cas, 


peror's attachment to the King of France, 


and good will to the nation. This anſwer was 
5 ſupported by a declaration delivered February 
23d, by Comte de Goltz, the Pruſſian en- 
voy at Paris, that his maſter would, in conſe- 

quence of his alliance with the Emperor, conſi- 
der an invaſion of any part of the Empire as a 


direct act of hoſtility againſt himſelf. The 
French miniſtry replied by inſtructing their 


ambaſſador to declare to the Emperor, that it 


did not become the dignity and eee 


of the French nation to enter into any dif | 


- cuffion on ſubjects which related to the in- 


ternal affairs of the kingdom—to demand 


| the diſſolution of the concert ſpoken of—and _ 


to offer on thoſe terms, and thatof the Em- 


peror's recalling all the troops fent into the 


Netherlands and Briſgaw, ſince April iſt, 


1791, to reduce the French army to a 

peace eſtabliſhment.* Theſe. proceedings | 

did not appear ſufficiently energetic to 
the National Aſſembly, who, on the 11th 


of March, impeached M. de Leſfart, the 


miniſter of foreign affairs, for his want of 1 


vigour, and ſent him to the pri iſon af or. 


v cee M. de Lehren ſpeech to e eee e an, 
the iſt of 15 1792. 
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Ca 
The Emperor (Leopold) had died in 


the mean time March 1ſt. : On the 18th of 


March, M. Dumourier, the new miniſter for 
foreign affairs, wrote to. M. de Noailles, the 
French ambaſſador at Vienna, directed him 
to preſs the Auſtrian miniſtry vigorouſly, ob- 
ſerving that M. de Leſſart's diſgrace was 
chiefly owing to the weakneſs of his negoci- 
ation. M. de Noailles anſwered by deſiring 
to be recalled. On the 27th M. Dumourier 
reiterated his injunctions ta M. de Noailles, 
to act with energy, obſerving, that if ©* the 
« declaration of the court of Vienna is not 
very ſpeedy and very frank, the king will, 
© at the return of the courier which you 
« ſend back, ad himſelf O's as ina 
ot Aare of war,” 


on the 1 3th of April M. de Noailtes + was 
alſo. impeached for indeciſive conduct: and 
M. de Maulde was ſent to Vienna as ambaſ- 
ſador extraordinary. The Auſtrian miniſtry, 
by an official note of the 18th of March, as 
well as by verbal communication between 
Comte Cobentzel and M. de Noailles on the. 
4th of April, denied any views hoſtile to 
France, and any intention of ſupporting the 
cauſe of the emigrants, but adhered to the con- 
2 . cert 


4% 1 5 
eert as a meaſure W defenſive, and which ; 
| the King of Hungary was not at liberty to 
renounce without the conſent of the other 
powers concerned. This anſwer appears | 
ing unſatisfactory to the French miniſtry 
(which was then entirely compoſed of Jaco- 
bins) the Council made a report to the King 
on the neceſſity of a declaration of war; in 
| conſequence of which he was obliged to go 
down to the National Aſſembly, and propoſe 
it on the 20th of April. The declaration 
was accordingly carried, amidſt the greateſt 
applauſes, by: a vote 0 unanimous. | 


From this account of the negociations carried | 
on previous to the war between France and 
Auſtria, as well as from the facts mentioned 
in the narrative of the events which accompa- 
nied them, * it appears that the French declara- 
tion of war was not rendered neceſſary by any 
boſtiliy, or provoked by any intended attack, 
but was a wanton and long premeditated ag- 
greſſion, ariſing from the ambitious and cruel 
policy of the Jacobins. Vet they have ven- 
tured to aſſert, with a degree of obſtinacy 
which has produced no inconſiderable tee, | 

See p. 3g. | 
VCC not 
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not in France only, but all over Eutope, that 


a coalition of princes for the invaſion of 
FE rance was the real cauſe of the war. 


11 has, 8 3 in this caſs 
(which perhaps never happened in any other 
war) that all the parties concerned agree as to 
its cauſes: The Auſtrian miniſtry, ſtrongly 
diſavowing any hoſtile purpoſes themſelves, 
attribute it to the influence and violence of 
the republican. party in France; the French 
Republicans (as I have repeatedly ſhewn in 
the foregoing pages) avow and glory in it; 
the ſentiments of thoſe among 'the partizans 
of the late French Conſtitution who were 
beſt acquainted with theſe tranſactions, are are 
exactly ſimilar. 


. NI. de Noailles, the Abende! at Views, | 
: a his letter of the 5th of April, 1792, 
* with theſe words: According to all my | 
 ** notions,” the court of Vienna has adopted | 
5 a plan purely de efenſive, notwithſtanding the 
e ipftances of tlie court of Berlin, to make. 
1 * i adopt Neben * e 
| ; OS RE we K 5 we \ 
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NM. a Leffart's opinion may bs Jearnt 5 4 
Eats letter written by him to his 
friend M. Necker, from the priſon of Orleans, 
July 8th, 1792, on which the impending 
dangers with which he was ſurrounded, and 
the ſucceeding atrocious circumſtances of his 
fate; ſtamp the authenticity of a dying decla- 
ration. He complains that he has not received 

the papers neceſſary to compoſe his defence; 
Which,“ ſays he, will be curious, not 
on my account, but by the manifeſtation 
of What has paſſed in foreign courts,” bx 
« the demonſtration that no one wiſhed to 
« make war upon us, oy the unanſwerable 
„ prog that it is we 'who haue provoked. it, 
« who have begun it, who have ſet Europe 
% againſt us.” This defence he was pre- 
vented from ever making. by murder. 28 


OY Such was, in this inftance and not in tlliis 
inſtance only, the policy of the Jacobins, to 
fſtifle truth by bold and opſtinate falſehood, 
mn to — e 4 1 maſſacre. 
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n The following pay are taken 3 the Tranfaver? 5 Proc 


to the above work. 

« Tus tranſlator of the above work brin gs forward to the Eng- 
liſh tribunal of opinion, the teſtimony of a witneſs beyond all excep.” 
tion. His competence is undoubted, He knows every thing which 
concerns this revolution to the bottom. He is a chief ator in all 
the ſcenes which he preſents. | No man can object to himas a roya- | 
liſt: the royal party, and the Chriſtian religion, never had a more 
determined enemy. In a word, it is BRISSOT.—lt is Briſſot the 
Republican, the Jacobin, and the Philoſopher, who is brought to 
give. an account of Jobs, and of Republicaniſm, and of 
e 2 

et The : 


1 | | 
« The Engliſh reader will draw from this work of Briſſot, and 
from the reſult of the laſt ſtruggles of this party, ſome uſeful leſſons. 
He will be enabled to judge of the information of thoſe, who have 
undertaken to guide and enlighten us, and who, for reaſons beſt 
| known to themſelves, have choſen to paint the French Revolution 
and its conſequences in brilliant and flattering colours. They will 
know how to appreciate the liberty of France, which has been ſo 
much magnified in England.---They will do juſtice to the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of their Sovereign and his Parliament, who have put 
them into a ſtate of defence, in the war audaciouſly made upon us 
in favour of that kind of liberty. When we ſee (as here we muſt 
Tee) in their true colours the character and policy of our enemies, 
our gratitude will become an active principle. It will produce 2 
ſtrong and zealous co-operation with the efforts of our government, 
in favour of a conſtitution under which we enjoy advantages, the full 
value of which, the querulous weakneſs of human nature requires 
ſometimes the N of a compariſon, to underſtand and to 55 
e,, 
« Our n ig thoſe who watch for the public will not by 5 
leſſened. We ſhall be ſenſible, that to alarm us in the late circum- 
ſtances of our affairs, was not for our moleſtation, but for our ſecu- ; 
rity. We ſhall be ſenſible that this alarm was not ill-timed---and 5 
that it ought to have been given, as it was given, before the enemy had 
time fully to mature and accompliſh their plans, for reducing us to 
the condition of France, as that condition is faithfullyand without ex- 
agg geration deſcribed in the following work. We now have our arms 
in our hands: we have the means of oppofing the ſenſe, the courage, 
and the reſources of England, to the deepeſt, the moſt craftily de- 
viſed, the beſt combined, and the moſt extenſive deſign, that ever 
was carried on ſince the beginning of the world, againſt all property, 
all order, all religion, all law, and all real freedom.“ | 
“If Eurppe could not be ſaved without our interpoſi ition, (moſt 
certainly it could not) I am ſure there is not an Engliſhman, who 
would not bluſh to be left out of the general effort made in fayour 
of the general ſafety, But we are not ſecondary parties in this warz 
we are f in the danger, aud e. te be principale in the exertion, 


9 


2 * CI ra L * 
* s 2 8 
. 
: 1 2 
” 2 wo . — 5 
' % : —— 
, A jo. C * 
* 3 4 , * 
* BE 3 * 5 * 
> « I I * 2 * 
* * 8 
3 3 - 5 * N 
* MA 2 1 
; 8 „ 7 
' * 1 * A ” % 
s 
wel 8 7 — 
7 - % 2 ar 
— 9 « — 8 
— 4.4 — N 
* 


If any Englifhran aſus whather 60 2 A hs French dee ö 
re conſined to the ſpot of Europe which they actually desolate, the 
| citizen Brifſot, the author of this book, and the author of the decla- 
ration of war againſt England, will give him bis anſwer. He will © 
Find in this boos, that the republicans are divided into faRtions; fult 
of the moſt furioua and de ſtructi animoſity againſt each. other; 
but he will find alſo, that there | ic ame point in which they perfectiy 
agret hat they are allſ enemies alilo· to the government of all other 
nations, and only contend with each other about the means . 
pagating their tenets, and extending their empire by vonqueſt. : 
An a cauſe like this, and in a time like the preſent, ni 
| pentralicy. They who are not Ame wad. with decifion and 
energy, againſt Iscobivifm ars its partiſans.” They who do not 
dread. it, loxe it. It. cannot be: viewed ith indifference. It is a 
thing, made to/praduce/a;powe! impreſſion en the feelings. Such 
a 35 the-nature of . 2c of ſuch is the nature of man, that -this * 
Sytem uſt be regarded eher with enthuſiaſtic admiration, or with: 
the higheſt degree of deteſtation, reſentment, and horror. Wine: nog: ; 

e Such partiſans of a republic amougſt us, as may not have the 
worſt intentions, will ſee, that the principles, the plans, the manners, 
the morals, and the whole. ſyſtem of France, is altogether.as adverſe 

. to the formation and durgtion of any rational ſcheme of a republic. 
258 it is to that of a monarchy. abſolute; or limited, It is indeed a 
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